                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

April 6, 2009                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo; Supervisor Ron Goette; Supervisor Dave Schultz’ Clerk Mary Rinkenberger; Matt Woodruff, Township Engineer; Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Scott McDonald, Attorney; Duane Stensland, Building Inspector

Regular Meeting Call to Order

Chairman Kyllo called the regular meeting of the West Lakeland Board of Supervisors to order at 7:00 PM.  Chairman Kyllo announced that the regular agenda moving forward will carry reports from each of the supervisors on activities throughout the month.

Approval of the Minutes


The board corrected the waiving of fees for the Lucy Winton Bell building construction.  The building inspector’s fees and state surcharge will be paid by the Township.  Supervisor Schultz moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report


Mr. Semrud presented the detailed report for February 2009 and an abbreviated report for March 2009.  The March report reflected revenues of $20,000 and expenses of $17,000.   Supervisor Goette moved to accept the reports as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.


Mr. Semrud received a letter of engagement from HLB Tautjest Redpath to proceed with the audit.  The fees for the audit will not exceed $10,000, and will be completed to meet state filing requirements. The board authorized Mr. Semrud to sign and return the letter of intent. 


Mr. Semrud asked for guidance on reordering checks, based on discussion of changing banks.  The discussion focused around evaluating options to ensure that the best long term relationships were maintained, and that return on investment was maximized.  The board authorized Mr. Semrud to continue with the current relationships at this time.

Payment of the Bills


Supervisor Goette moved to pay the invoices presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.   At the last meeting, the board did not address the attendance by the clerk, Sue Agrimson, for a course on Microsoft Publisher.  Supervisor Schultz moved to approve the chairman’s authorization for the course.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Expansion at the Stone Ridge Golf Course


Mr. Dave Klobar, the owner of Stone Ridge Golf Course, presented to the board a project to expand the entertaining facilities at the clubhouse.   The clubhouse currently has two large buildings, with the building being set further back containing the kitchen area.  The proposal is to add another wall to that building to create a protected storage area.  The exterior look will be kept the same. There is no change to the parking lot or flow of traffic.  The second part of the proposal is to put a trellis and fire pit on the patio in back.  The third part is to build a covered pavilion over the porch on the far west of the building to eliminate renting tents for events.  The pavilion will be open, with vinyl sides that could be dropped for inclement weather.  There will be small storage area on the north end to guard against balls from the north tee.  The main building will not be changed, and the pavilion will be designed to match the aesthetics of the current structures.   The project in all will start with the kitchen, and the patio at the end of the season, and the patio after October 3d.  

Supervisor Schultz asked about concern over storage of food, and exposure to the exterior.  There was concern at the last planning commission, and noted that the department of health rules could affect the enclosed storage differently.  The board also raised questions on the change of the water runoff that may occur.  The board suggested that the staff also consult with Washington County, the Department of Health, and Valley Branch Watershed District to ensure that current compliance is not lost.  

Based on the conditional use permit, this may require a permit.  It was suggested that the notices for the hearing be given to those residents within 1000 ft from the parcel the clubhouse is located upon.  The hearing will be held at the May regular meeting.

Joe Bush Building Noncompliance


Mr. Dave Dubay, representing the planning commission, presented an update on the progress by Mr. Joe Bush in bringing his accessory building into compliance.  The proposal is to subdivide with a lot line between the house and the accessory structure, and make the accessory structure the primary residence for the second lot.  Issues remain with allowing a common driveway, separate septic system for the accessory building, and attaching the out lot to a current parcel.  A developer’s agreement would be needed to detail the specifications of the lot approvals.  There has been some preliminary discussion between Mr. Bush and the neighboring landowner, Mr. Mergens.  The plan appears viable, given the sale of part of the lot to Mr. Mergens can go forward.   It was agreed that Chairman Kyllo would approach Mr. Mergens to ensure communication is indeed happening.  The clerk was directed to send a notice to Mr. Bush, asking for an update from him at the May regular meeting.  Mr. Bush will need to pay for building permits based on the value of the residential structures, and back payment for the permits not issued for the accessory structure.  Mr. Bush will also need to provide documentation on the status of the purchase agreements needed to complete the project.

Friends of Washington County Resolution and Funding


Mr. Mark Hugenen, of the Friends of Washington County, requested the board to consider an endorsement of his organization and financial support.  The specific proposed resolution is to support addressing the rule making progress with MPCA in determining where a landfill may be sited.  This group is a nongovernmental advisory group to provide oversight for environmental considerations during this process.  This group is in addition to the citizen’s advisory board, which members perceived were dominated by the industry and Xcel Energy.  Chairman Kyllo commented that it might be prudent to support this effort, rather than deal with concerns after the rulemaking is complete. Lake Elmo has endorsed and provided financial support to the organization.  After meeting with Mr. Hugenen, Supervisor Goette commended that it would be in the Township’s best interest to support the organization, in order to impact the fly ash pit site selection.

It was noted that Mr. Hugenen does receive some income from the Friends of Washington County.  Supervisor Goette moved to sign a resolution, indicating support of the efforts of the Friends of Washington County, in the oversight for environmental compliance and managing MPCA’s rule making process to the spirit of the legislation in regards to the siting of landfills.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.


The board then addressed the issue of financial support for the organization.  The initial proposal was for $2,500, as requested.  This is comparable to the amount provided by Lake Elmo.  West Lakeland may bear a greater risk, in that the proposed fly ash locations are in the township, but Lake Elmo has a larger revenue and tax base.  Chairman Kyllo moved to authorize support in the amount of $2,500 to the Friends of Washington County for the purpose of providing oversight to MPCA rule making activity with regards to siting of landfills.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Holiday Station Stores Letter of Credit.


Mr. Woodruff reported to the board that Holiday Station Stores has asked for reduction in the letter of credit, initially established at $300,000.  The letter of credit was to cover the public improvement portions of the work, including the turn lane and second street for the entrance to the station.  The work is complete, and satisfactorily meets requirements. Holiday Station Stores has asked for a reduction to an amount needed to cover the two year warranty period.  Mr. Woodruff suggested an amount of $75,000.  Chairman Goette mentioned that the trees planted to provide for screening may need some replacement.  The board also needs to address any warranty needed for the period between the end of the warranty period, and such time that the Township requests the road be transferred to public control.  Mr. McDonald noted that the developer’s agreement indicates that the road must meet township standards at the time of transfer.  Supervisor Schultz moved to reduce the letter of credit for Holiday Station Stores from $300,000 to $75,000.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Road Sweeping


Supervisor Goette met with Miller Excavating to arrange for sweeping the roads.  The rates and services are similar to those of the previous year.  The road sweeping activity should be recorded for compliance of maintenance for the MS4 permit.  Supervisor Goette asked Mr. McDonald to provide clarification of when formal bids are required for service work.  Discussions for weed removal and grass cutting in the township right of way are forthcoming.  The board recommended the street sweeping be completed by the early part of May.  Chairman Kyllo moved to delegate the letting of contracts for sweeping of roads, crack sealing and necessary maintenance of ditches and culverts within the legal limits for contracting without formal bid to Supervisor Goette.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Joint Powers Agreement for I-94 Corridor Commission


Chairman Kyllo presented the draft joint powers agreement establishing the I-94 corridor commission.  This is an alliance of municipalities along the I-94 corridor to review proposals to address transit issues.  It is a good way to keep abreast and informed of the activity being discussed.  It is also a way to provide balance the viewpoints of large communities along the corridor.  At this point, there is no financial liability in joining the organization.  After discussion, Chairman Kyllo moved to approve to accept the Joint Powers Agreement establishing the I-94 Corridor Commission with Chairman Kyllo as the primary member, and Supervisor Goette as the alternate member.  Supervisor Goette seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Resolution of the Middle St Croix Watershed Management Organization to Allow Accumulation and Use of Storm water Credits for Municipal Projects


The board reviewed a resolution drafted by the Middle St Croix Watershed Organization to allow municipalities to accumulate and use storm water credits to balance projects within their boundaries.  It is most applicable to developed areas, such as the City of Stillwater, and would have little impact on West Lakeland Township.  Since the net effect is compliance, there should be no negative impact.  The credits would apply to municipal projects only.  Chairman Kyllo move to approve the resolution to allow accumulation of storm water credits for municipal projects.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Fire Burn Permits

The board discussed an amendment to ordinance 6.01.01 (3) regulation of fires and burning, changed to allow chairman, any member of the board, clerk or deputy clerk to issue burn permits.  The intent is to bring more flexibility with the town board structure to be more accommodating to residents.  It was also suggested that John McPherson be appointed as Fire Warden, and be allowed to issue burn permits in that role.  The board directed Scott to draft the amendment for approval and to arrange publication at the next meeting.  

Clean Up Days


The board reviewed the proposal from Waste Management for services on Clean up Day, May 16th.  Supervisor Goette has concerns about the fairness of the pricing proposal.  It was decided to gather more competing bids for 2010.  Supervisor Goette will investigate an alternative source for metal recycling, and check with Miller Excavating to provide a loader.  Supervisor Goette will coordinate with the clerk any potential vendor changes.  

Additional Business

After review, the board decided to forego attendance at the Minnesota Association of Townships Urban Short Course.


Mr. Vince Anderson asked to be placed on the next agenda.  He will contact the clerk with the specific topics to be addressed.

Adjourn

Having no further business, Supervisor Goette moved to adjourn the regular meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, The motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned at 10:00 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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