                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

May 10, 2010                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Supervisor Ron Goette, Mr. Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk.; Mr. Ryan Stempksi, Township Engineer; Mr. Scott McDonald, Attorney; Mr. Duane Stensland, Building Inspector, Mr. Dave Dubay, Interim Planning Commission Chair

Call to Order, insurance review


Chairman Kyllo called the annual insurance review to order at 6:30 PM.  Mr. Chris Sauro, Countrywide Insurance, provided the annual review of insurance requirements, risks and liabilities.  


The board discussed comparing coverage options between MAT and Countrywide Insurance.  Mr. Sauro provided a comparison between the possible options.  Supervisor Schultz asked for a full quote from both MAT and Countrywide for a more complete comparison.  Ms. Agrimson and Mr. Sauro were requested to complete that comparison.


The insurance review was completed at 7:04 P.M

Call to Order Public Hearing for John Prichard, to allow an accessory building constructed in front of the residence.


Chairman Kyllo called to order the public hearing to review the request for variance to build an accessory structure in front of the residence.  The request was reviewed at the last planning commission meeting. Noted as unique to this property is the steep slope at the rear of the property which would make it difficult to find a building site and the location of the septic system on the northwest corner.  The planning commission recommended approval, based on the lack of space behind the house, the house was set 650 feet into the lot. When the house was built over 20 years ago, there was not a requirement restricting the location of any accessory structure.  Locating the accessory building behind the house may also cause issues with setback compliance. It was also noted that the site was well screened by mature trees.  


Mr. Vince Anderson, as a township resident, noted he supported the variance.  



The public hearing was closed at 7:11 PM.

Call to Order, Regular Meeting


Chairman Kyllo called to order the regular meeting of the West Lakeland Board of Supervisors at 7:11 PM.  

Approval of the Minutes:


Minor corrections were made to the April minutes.  Supervisor Goette moved to accept the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report


Mr. Semrud presented the report for April, showing revenues of $28,000 and expenses of $30,000.  To date, revenues have been overspent by $41,000, but the first half payment of property taxes has not been received.  Mr. Semrud also presented an analysis of the support to the Friends of Washington County.


Mr. Semrud reported on the status of signature cards at the banks used by the Township, and has initiated updating documents as necessary.


Supervisor Schultz moved to approve the report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.


Mr. Goette noted for the record that his daughter is an employee of Bremer Bank, and interest of transparent business, asked to be removed from the signature card.   Bremer Bank is one of the banks selected by Mr. Semrud for township business, with a money market account at that bank.  Mr. McDonald noted that there does not appear to have any appearance of conflict of interest.

Review and Pay Invoices


Supervisor Goette moved to pay the invoices presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Property Line Adjustments


Attorney Mark Vierling, representing a number of residents in the township, appeared before the board for guidance on how to complete property line adjustments.  Aggregate industries is selling 127 feet along the property line which will be added to the parcels owned by Mr. Kalal, Mr. Nelson and Mr. Foley.  In this process, it was discovered that there are some gaps in the property descriptions.  Mr. Vierling noted that his discussions indicated that Washington County is comfortable with a lot line adjustment.  Mr. Dupay noted that his research indicates lot line adjustments are not addressed in the Township zoning ordinances.  Mr. McDonald noted that there will need to be some type of written agreement to ensure that no additional nonconforming parcels are created, and that the parcel sold from Aggregate industries will in fact be combined with the current tax parcels.  Mr. Veirling offered to allow Mr. McDonald to review the documents prior to closing, and agreed to supply a $500 escrow and application.  


Supervisor Goette moved to direct the applications to apply for a lot line adjustment under the concept as shown, with a $500 escrow for review fees, and authorize the clerk to stamp the deeds after review by Mr. McDonald for compliance with township code.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Variance for Accessory Building in front of the Residence, John Prichard.


Chairman Kyllo opened for discussion the variance request by Mr. John Prichard.  Supervisor Goette noted he reviewed the plans and the hardships, and supported granting the variance.  Chairman Kyllo noted the hardships of the declining slope in the rear of the lot and the septic on the northwest side of the house make the only reasonable position for a structure would be on the southeast corner of the house.  It is clearly shielded and screened from road and neighbors.  

Supervisor Goette moved to grant the variance and direct a confirming resolution be drafted, noting the location of the house deep into the lot, the fact it was build well before the site restrictions were in the ordinance, the steep slopes to the rear of the house, the location of the septic system, the existing screening and that fact that the current structure would be removed.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Home Occupation Permit, Nancy Johnson, 1640 Neil Ave N, for a salon 


The board reviewed the request by Nancy Johnson to operate a salon for haircuts, color and waxing from her residence at 1640 Neil Ave N.  This is an allowed use, with sufficient off street parking.  There are no additional employees.  Supervisor Goette moved to approve the home occupation permit.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.

Request for Variance to build an accessory Building in front of the Resident, Mr. and Mrs. Fear,


Mrs. Pam Fear and Mr. Jim Zircone, the contractor, presented a request to build an accessory structure in front of the residence and to build within the property setback.  The building proposed is 600 square feet, at the corner of Paris and 19th Street.  The proposed site would have the structure protrude in front of the residence, and be located within the setback.  The septic system is located behind the proposed building.  There is concern with a 30 ft elevation drop in moving to the back of the lot, which would make it difficult to connect to the existing driveway.  Building on the north side of the lot would require removing some 100 year old oak trees. Supervisor Goette asked if consideration was done to extending the current garage rather than adding a structure.


The board expressed concern that the building would be so deep into the setbacks for both Paris Avenue and 19th Street. The action was referred to the planning commission for review.

Public Concerns


Mr. Vince Anderson addressed the board with concerns regarding meetings and minutes.  He feels that all meetings are not correctly recorded, and minutes are not always properly posted. An example is when Chairman Kyllo and Supervisor Goette met to inspect drainage structures.  His concern is that township business is not being conducted transparently.  


Mr. Anderson also noted that the minutes for the 2009 annual meeting and what was voted on at the 2010 meeting did not agree.  There was nothing noted about a time of the 2010 meeting. 


Mr. Anderson also noted that bids were not transparent for Clean up Days.  Supervisor Goette noted that he did research a number of alternatives, and that based upon the size of the contract, formal bids were not required by law.  

Additional 2010 Road Projects


Mr. Stempski and Supervisor Goette presented additional project for the 2010 road repair season.  It was noted that increasing the size of the work slightly, and still within the budgeted amount, would reduce the cost for materials by bringing the projects into the next higher quantity discount category.  


The board discussed the merits of increasing the pace of road repair, to prevent additional damage from water and erosion, thus extending the life of the road.  Spending more now on preventive maintenance, such as sealcoat, could delay larger expenditures for full replacement or more extensive repair. The concept presented was to request the other board members and staff to consider the facts that returns on cd’s are low at this time, and prices for road construction was competitive, and crude oil price was still very competitive, asked if would be prudent to overspend the budget and invest more in roads than in CD’s.


Supervisor Goette will also start discussion with Baytown and Lake Elmo for bids next year to see if additional cost breaks could be achieved by bidding more than one municipality together.  In addition, major projects are forthcoming as roads will need to be replaced, and Supervisor Goette suggested the board consider accruing for those projects.


Mr. Stempski presented additional sealcoat project that should be done within the next five years.  Additional spending now would increase the overall life of the roads.  


Mr. Stempski and Chairman Goette will complete the road review and return to the board with a recommendation for expanded projects.

Comprehensive Plan


Mr. Dupay presented the most recent revision of the Comprehensive Plan, which included the Surface Water Management Plan and the concerns raised by Middle St Croix Watershed Organization and Valley Branch Watershed District.  The only recommendation not implemented was the request for a formal capital improvement plan.  Supervisor Schultz moved to direct the plan be resubmitted to the Metropolitan Council for review.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Additional Business


Ms. Agrimson provided a final review of the escrow for Autumn Run.  The remaining escrow amount, after posting the last of the bills, should be returned to both Mr. Torgeson and Mr. Hause based on the level of contributions to the escrow.  


The board signed a resolution indicating intent to become a Yellow Ribbon Community in concert with Baytown, Bayport and Oak Park Heights.


Mr. McDonald reported on the review of the developer’s agreement concerning the duration of the Letter of Credit for Holiday Station stores.  It was not provided that the security be retained until the road was deeded to the township, but that the road would be brought to standards before it could be accepted by the Township as a public road.  No action is required until September.


The board reviewed and signed the conditional use permit for home occupation to allow Todd and Erica Fultz to operate Hail Pro.  The action was tabled to allow the board time to review the draft.


Supervisor Schultz moved to move the June meeting to June 8, 2010 at 7:00 PM.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Annual clean up day Sat May 22d from 8 to 3.  


Gravel pit inspections were proposed for the last week of May. Ms. Agrimson was directed to complete the final schedule.

Adjourn:


Having no further business, Chairman Schultz moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:50 PM.






Respectfully Submitted







[image: image1.png]Hpadtt A pfran_










Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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