                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

February 14, 2011                                7:30 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Supervisor Steve Ebner, Mr. Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk; Mr. Scott McDonald, Attorney; Mr. Duane Stensland, Building Inspector
Public Hearing, Request for Variance for the City of Lakeland to build a pumping station at the site of the Lakeland Water Tower with less than the required setbacks on an undersized lot.  


Chairman Kyllo called the public hearing to order at 7:03 PM.  Mr. Jim Gilles, the director of Public Works for the City of Lakeland outlined the project for the board and citizens present.  The project is to build a structure 18 ft by 23 ft on the west side of the tower to house the booster station.  The booster station is being added to allow the the tower to provide water to the lots in West Lakeland at the old Ray’s Truck Stop site.  The lot for the water tower is undersize, and does not allow sufficient space for the construction of the building and allow for legal setbacks from the lot lines.  


Mr. Dave Dupay reported on the review and discussion by the Planning Commission.  It was noted that this is not necessarily equivalent to building a structure on a residential lot or as a commercial structure.  It is more on par with a utility or public service.  Wells in West Lakeland Township, for example, must be set back only 10 feet from the property line.  


Mr. McDonald noted that a Joint Powers agreement would be required, to allow the service to be provided across community boundaries.  The Joint Powers agreement should also address providing service to additional lots in the future.  


Chairman Kyllo opened the floor for pubic comment.  Receiving none, the public hearing was closed at 7:15 PM.

Call to Order


The regular meeting of the West Lakeland Town Board was called to order by Chairman Kyllo at 7:16 PM.

Approval of the Minutes



Minor typographical errors were corrected in the drat meeting.  Supervisor Ebner moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report


Mr. Semrud presented the treasurer’s report for the month of January.  The report reflects $6,000 in receipts and $16,000 general fund disbursements and $29,000 in road and bridge disbursements.  Supervisor Schultz moved to accept the report.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Review and Pay Bills


The board reviewed the invoices presented for payment.  The invoices included the payment for 2011 fire protection and rescue services from the City of Bayport in the amount of $60,405.  Supervisor Ebner moved to approve payment.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Request for Livestock, 15 169 19th St Ct N


Mrs. Barb Isaacson appeared before the board to request permission to maintain 4 to 6 chickens on their property at 15 169 19th St Ct N.  The request includes housing the 4 to 6 chickens in a 4ft by 4ft coop, located off the corner of the house.  The purpose is to have laying hens to provide eggs for personal use.  There will be no roosters. The size of the coop is under the square footage controlled by the ordinance.  The current ordinance would allow up to 30 chickens on the lot.  Supervisor Ebner moved to approve the request.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Request for Variance, City of Lakeland


The clerk also noted that Steve McDonough and Dave Nickerson, landowners in the area, could not attend, but are in favor of the variance.


Supervisor Schultz moved to grant the variance of the setback restrictions and limitations of impervious surface area in consideration that this is a public utility, not a commercial or residential use; the size of the lot does not enable the setbacks to be met; there is no opposition from the neighboring landowners; and would be required to provide water services to the designated properties.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Lucy Winton Bell Athletic Fields Request for Funds


Ms. Colleen Danforth and Mr. Steve Hobbs, Executive Director of Bellwin, appeared before the board to give an update of progress on building the new multi-purpose building under construction.  They were accompanied by Mr. Steve Hobbs, President of the St. Croix Soccer Club.  West Lakeland, in support of the effort, waived all fees for the construction.  Mr. Hobbs noted that the administration of the site would be changing, moving the day to day operation responsibility to the St. Croix Soccer Club. Ms. Danforth will continue to be a key member of the management team.  


The building is completed, and pending phase II, the completion of the additional septic system, the build out of the bathrooms and build out of the concession area is set to begin. The estimate for the remaining work is $45,000.  West Lakeland was asked to consider making a pledge.  Pledge request estimates were determined based on the population of youth in the community, with costs over a 5 year period.   No commitment was made at this time

Home Occupation Permit for Randy, Jackie and Nathan Landucci, at 13230 20th Street Court North, for a home office for custom home building and remodeling


Mr. Nathan Landucci is the primary operator of the business.  The business will be housed in the accessory structure on the property.  There are no employees, the business works through subcontractors.  Operating hours are 7 AM to 5 PM, with no signage, no exterior storage, and no traffic.  Chairman Kyllo moved to instruct the clerk, Ms. Agrimson, to invite the requestors to appear before the board to verify some parameters of the permit.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried. 

2011 Street Improvement Update


The 2011 street improvement update was tabled since Mr. Stempski, the Township Engineer, was not available to attend this meeting.

Review Building Code Violation at 12399 Norrell


Mr. McDonald provided an update on the status of building violation at 1299 Norrell.  The property is now under foreclosure, and deeded to the primary lender.  The adjacent property, which was proposed as a solution by realigning the property lines, is also under foreclosure, deeded to a different primary lender.  There is a lien on the property which is causing realty agents to inquire as to the status.  The Township still retains an uncashed check from Mr. Busch for the permits not originally issued.  Chairman Kyllo moved to return the check to Mr. Busch uncashed.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Other Business


The board reviewed the status of the foundation erosion at 18th and Mendell.  This house is vacant, and the foundation appears to no longer be stable.  There is a Notice of Pendency filed, indicating that the foreclosure process has been initiated.  The structure will be monitored as the spring thaw begins.


The Annual Budget Meeting to review the proposed 2012 budget will be held on February 17, 2011, 7:00 PM, at the Oak-Land Junior High School.


The regular meeting for March 2011 will be held on February 28th, 7:00 PJM, at Oakland Junior High School  The meeting will be preceeded by the Board of Adjustment at 6:30 PM.


The board received a written request for funding from Washington County 4-H program.  No decision was made at this time.  The question of the legality of providing township funds to nonprofit organizations was directed to Mr. McDonald for investigation. 


Mr. McDonald provided the board update and documents for signature to combine into a single lot parcel the land sold by Mr. Gary Johnson to Ms. Bonnestro, per the agreement reviewed at the previous meeting. 

Adjourn


Having no further business, Chairman Kyllo moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  Chiarman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:00 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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