                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

February 9, 2009                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  

Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor John McPherson, Supervisor Ron Goette;  Matt Woodruff, Engineer; Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Sue Agrimson, Clerk;  Elizabeth Vance, Deputy Clerk, Duane Stensland; Scott McDonald, Attorney

Public Hearing:


Chairman Dan Kyllo called the public hearing to consider the adoption of the proposed 2010 Comprehensive Plan for West Lakeland Township at 6:30 PM.  Dr. Swanson, as Chairman of the Township Planning Commission, presented of the overview and methodology behind the plan.  Draft documents have been provided to the Metropolitan Council and neighboring communities.


Mr. Jim Franklin asked if any zoning changes were proposed.  No changes were proposed as part of this plan, but the plan referred to the current Zoning maps.  Additional concern was raised over the proposed road plan.  Mr. Dupay, of the planning commission, commented that the proposed road plan was a proposal, and roads would be developed as part of individual development proposals.  Exact road location would be determined as part of the development proposal.  It was further noted that 5th Street is on the road map, but it has been formally vacated.  



Questions were raised about the long term plans for the airport corridor.  The Metropolitan Airport Commission has only long range plans, not firm proposals, for that area.  Specific proposals would be addressed at the appropriate time.


The board thanked the planning commission for the thoughtful work.  Supervisor McPherson moved to close the hearing, having no further comment.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the public hearing at 7:12 PM.

Call to Order:


Chairman Kyllo called the regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors to order at 7:15 PM.

Approval of the Minutes:


The board considered the minutes of the January 2009 regular meeting.  Minor typographical errors were corrected.  Supervisor Goette moved to approve the minutes as amended.  Seconded by Supervisor McPherson, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:


Mr. Semrud presented the treasurer’s report for January 2009.  The report reflects revenues of approximately $30,000, and expenses of approximately $65,000.  The majority of the expenditures in the road and bridge account are for snow removal.   Supervisor McPherson moved to approve the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.


Mr. Semrud commented on the proposed budget reviewed at the February 2009 special meeting.  Further review of the options for levy for Road and Bridge was discussed.  The exact amount needed to qualify for road and bridge credit is not yet available.  It appears that the amount required will be close to the amount needed for the credit.  It would result in a balance in the road and bridge account at the end of 2010 of about one year’s expenses.  


Mr. Semrud has received an additional proposal for the audit, after review with three additional firms.  The bids were compared and reviewed.  The cost of the audit would range between $9,000 and $10,000.  Bids were received from HLB Tautges Redpath; and Boeckermann, Grafster and Mayer LLC.  An audit is not mandatory, and could be delayed from 2009 to 2010.  The audit provides validation that funds are properly safeguarded.  The last audit was completed in 2005.  The board directed Mr. Semrud review the bids with each of the firms, and readdress the issue at the next regular meeting.

Waste Management


Ms. Agrimson noted to the board that the contract for recycling with Waste Management will have a 3% increase in 2010.

Review and Pay Invoices:


Mr. Semrud presented invoices for payment.  Invoices included payment for the fire contract, and the computer repair and external hard drive for Ms. Rinkenberger, deputy clerk.  Supervisor Goette moved to pay the invoices presented for payment.  The motion, seconded by Supervisor McPherson, was approved.

Building Code Violation, 1299 Norrell Avenue


Mr. Joe Bush appeared before the board, representing the property owner at this location.  The pool and pool structure appeared to have been properly permitted through Performance Pool.  The concerns remain with the garage.  Mr. Bush is reviewing the option of property boundary changes that would allow for a minor subdivision.  Mr. Bush requested for 90 days to allow for arranging appropriate resolutions.


Potential alternatives discussed include a realignment of lots, including that owned by the neighboring property owner, to allow for a realignment into legal lots that put the garage and the primary residence on separate lots.  Mr. Bush indicated he understood the requirements, and that the end result would be to have compliant lot or lots and compliant structures on all lots.


The board would like more frequent demonstration of progress in reaching a solution and progress to a timeline.


Concern was raised over the ability have appropriate disincentives for building permit violations.  There needs to be more an incentive to not allow this to happen.  Removing the building at the homeowner’s expense remains an option.


Supervisor Goette moved to authorize a 90 day extension to explore potential solutions, with documented monthly auditable progress toward compliance.  This extension can be immediately revoked if documented progress is determined not the be satisfactory.  Seconded by Supervisor McPherson, the motion carried.  Updates are to be provided to the board and planning commission


During the discussion, concern was raised over potential solutions which would involve reconfiguring the buildings.  Mr. Stensland and the planning commission were asked to research if there is precedence for ordinances governing the design of buildings.  The planning commission was further requested to develop a potential ordinance to address limiting the length of structures such as breezeways.

I-94 Corridor Joint Power Agreement


Washington County and Ramsey County Railroad Authority is proposing a joint powers agreement of the ten communities on I-94 from St Paul to the Wisconsin border.  The committee would represent jointly the member communities in transportation developments such as light rail, busing, etc. along that corridor.  It is unclear what the financial obligations would be.  No action is required until the end of 2009.  Chairman Kyllo has sent a non-binding message of interest on behalf of the township

Review of Road Repair Bids:


Mr. Woodruff opened the bids for the sealcoat and overlay project for 2009.  For the sealcoat project, seven bids were received.  The apparent low bidder for this project was Allied Blacktop, for $46,411.   The bid does include use of Dresser rock.  For the overlay project, 12 bids were received.  The apparent low bidder for this project is T.A. Shifsky and Sons, for $77,937.  Both Allied Blacktop and T.A. Shifsky have performed satisfactory work for the township in the past.  Mr. Woodruff indicated that the review of the bids was complete, and recommended awarding to the low bidder.   Supervisor McPherson moved to accept the bids, and award the contracts to the Allied Blacktop for the Sealcoat and T.A. Schifsky and Sons for the overlay.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Other Business:


Washington County Deputy Matt Weeland presented the summary of activity for the month.  No concerns were noted.


Supervisor McPherson recommended that Mr. Dale Borash, as a member of the Valley Branch Watershed District, encourage this agency to bid out more work than done under the current standards.
It is noted that the township board desires a closer management and safeguarding of funds on behalf of the residents.


Mr. Stensland asked for clarification on Valley Branch Watershed authority to approve culvert installation.  Mr. Woodruff clarified that this is a township responsibility, in that it affects the right of way of the Township, and the Township’s drainage system.  Mr. Borach will clarify that the township position, that a culvert is needed; unless it is proven that it is not.  


The March regular meeting will be held March 2d to accommodate the annual meeting on March 10th.


The permit violation by Mr. Young is due for a court hearing in March.

Adjourn:


Having no further business, Supervisor Goette moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor McPherson, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:40 PM






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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