                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

July 13, 2009                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Ron Goette, Supervisor David Schultz, Sue Agrimson, Clerk; Matt Woodruff, Township Engineer; Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Scott McDonald, Attorney; Duane Stensland, Building Inspector

Call to Order


Chairman Kyllo called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Approval of the Minutes


Minor corrections were made to the minutes for the May 2009 regular meeting.  Supervisor Schultz moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report


Mr. Semrud provided the treasurer’s report for the month of June.  The report reflected revenues of $11,500 and expenses of $38,000.  First half property taxes are due to the township in July 2009.  Mr. Semrud suggested the board consider moving funds from Jennings Bank to Central Bank to ensure leveled, secured funds.  Supervisor Schultz moved to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.


The preliminary audit results have been provided to the treasurer.  There were two minor findings in the preliminary report.  The entire audit need not be completed for required state filing.  It was recommended the township file for an extension until the audit was complete.  An issue from the audit that should be addressed by the board is to provide explanation for the valuation of escrows.  There should be some notation so it can be included in any review or audit.  An additional point raised is that there is no one on Township staff that knows all the government accounting rules and regulations, and this could be seen as a gap.  The recommendation is to acknowledge the gap, and recognize that audits are done more frequently that required to ensure compliance.  A review of the audit for the board was suggested for the August meeting.


Mr. Semrud requested an all-in-one copier to be able to copy, fax, print or scan, in his home office.  Supervisor Goette moved to authorize the expense.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Review and Pay the Bills


Supervisor Goette requested that the invoice for TDKA be approved for payment, but the check held until review of the invoice details with Mr. Woodruff is complete.  Chairman Kyllo noted that the Middle St Croix Water Management Organization has approved a motion to not increase the levy to member communities in 2010.  A question was raised on the change order for the 2009 street repairs.  The change order represents compensating changes to zero out the contract.  Overall, the work was done at less cost that was estimated, $18,000 under the estimate.  Supervisor Schultz moved to approve payment.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Public Comment


Chairman Kyllo opened the floor for public comment and issues.  No comments were received at this time.

Gordon Moosbrugger Lot Split


Mr. Tim Freeman, of Foltz, Freeman and Ericson, presented the request for final plat on 13956 10th Street on behalf of Gordon Moosbrugger.  This is a simple lot split, but the County rules require the filing of a 505 plat.  Valley Branch Watershed District has requested that drainage and utility easements be created for the entire property at this time.  Chairman Kyllo requested that the planning commission review the request.  Mr. McDonald suggested reviewing the ordinance to determine if the change in County requirements necessitated any change in Township procedures or requirements.  His initial review indicates that the procedure outlined for minor subdivisions should still be applicable.  

Request for Variance for Accessory Building in front of the Residence


Mr. Roger Mathieu, 2740 Oriole Avenue appeared before the board to discuss a variance to build a 10 x 16 foot shed in front of the house.  The south side of the lot is narrow, and includes utilities.  The house sits 350 feet from the road, at about the halfway point in the lot.  The back of the house includes a steep slope and an existing pool.  The well is located to the west of the house.  The shed is intended to be sited 250 feet from the road.  Mr. Mathieu was given instructions for application for a public hearing, and recommended he review the request with the planning commission.


Mr. McDonald noted concern on clarifying guidance on smaller sheds, which are exempt from building permits, being put in front of the house.  Section 13.02.01 does indicate that only one shed is allowed.  His interpretation of the ordinance indicates that setback requirements would apply to a smaller shed.

Plantings in the Township Ditch at Waterford East


Ms. Amy Carolan of the Washington County Conservation District appeared before the boards to discuss a request from the homeowner’s association to plant native vegetation in the ditch at Nordic Avenue and Nordic Avenue Court.  The homeowner’s association is concerns with the appearance of the ditch, and the increase of invasive species and would like to replace the plantings with native grasses and wildflowers.  Root systems will be left intact, so no additional erosion should occur.  Ms. Carolan will be selecting the plants, and supervising the plantings.  The plan would be to cut the top off the invasive species, spot treat the roots, and replace with native grasses, known for deep fibrous roots, intermixed with wildflowers.  Supervisor Goette would like to see more detail on the plants being used and expressed concern on the impact on future maintenance.  It is important that the expectations of the homeowner’s association include ongoing maintenance such as cutting of the ditches and preparations for snowplowing.  A more detail plan will be presented at the next regular meeting.

Mr. John Beulow, Accessory Structure


Mr. John Buelow, 13250 20th Street, reported that an arson fire destroyed an accessory building on his property.  The building destroyed is 500 square feet, with concrete floor and footings.  The building was used as a chicken coop and a gardening shed.  The property is currently nonconforming, as it is 12 acres with 4 remaining accessory structures.  Generally, an additional building would not be allowed under the ordinance.  A nonconforming lot is brought into conformance over time by the structures being removed or eroded and not replaced.  Section 10.08.03 of the town code infers it could be repaired, and it also infers that significant damage that cannot be repaired, it cannot be replaced without demonstrating hardship.  The recommendation is that Mr. Beulow consider an application for a variance.

Review Draft Amendments


The board reviewed the draft amendment to the Conditional Use Permit for St. Croix Montessori School with regard to construction of a pavilion with seasonal bathroom on existing concrete slab that was foundation for a house that was destroyed by fire - wording would include: 1) that rental should not be for commercial rental without permission of Town Board 2) new site plan revision.  The permit is granted to St. Croix Academy, the legal owner of the property.  Based on the approval at the previous meeting, the board signed the amendment.


The board reviewed the draft amendment to Ordinance re:  6.01.01(3) (Regulation of Fires and Burning) –  should now be amended to include that other individuals other than Board members can serve as fire wardens, as appointed by the Board, to issue burn permits.  Amended to read fires for special permit may be issued by chairman, township supervisor, clerk, deputy clerk, to permit safe burning.  The board may from time to time to appoint a fire warden which can issue permits.  Supervisor Goette moved to approve the draft.  Seconded, by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried. Supervisor Schultz moved to appoint Mr. John McPherson as Fire Marshal until such time the appointment is revocated.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Building Permit Violation, Mr. Roger Young


Mr. McDonald provided an update on the court decision in this case.  The court granted the Township summary judgment against Mr. Young.  The summary judgment gave the Township authority to remove the building if Mr. Young does not, but does not include a date that it must be removed by.  Mr. McDonald will seek clarification from the court.  

Building Permit Violation, Ms. Barbara Roberts


Mr. Bush contacted Mr. McDonald and indicate that discussions to purchase property from the neighboring landowner were no longer proceeding.  Mr. Bush also indicated that foreclosure action has started.  There has been a notice filed on the real estate records of the violation.  At this time, the board will wait for resolution of the foreclosure action.

Storm water and Erosion and Sediment Control Draft Ordinance


Mr. Woodruff provided a draft Storm water and Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance.  This is a requirement for MS4 compliance.  This draft would be a starting point for a local ordinance.  He recommends the planning commission review this ordinance, in comparison with the current ordinance, and determine if there are conflicts or gaps.  The board referred the draft to the planning commission for review.

Planning Commission

There are at present two open seats on the planning commission. Dan asked for candidates.  Chairman Kyllo requested any qualified or interested parties be brought forward to his attention.  

Other Business

Mr. Vince Anderson has requested to be notified of all meetings.  

The board signed the conditional use permit for Stoneridge (aka Wynstone) golf course approved at the previous meeting.

Chairman Kyllo provided an update on the draft comprehensive plan.  The plan has been submitted to the Metropolitan Council for review.

The board acknowledged a thank you from the Friends of Washington County for the $2500 authorized for use toward supporting in efforts of the legislation for the landfill site regulation.  

August 3d meeting

Chairman Kyllo moved to schedule the regular August meeting to August 3rd due to time conflict.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

New Business

Supervisor Goette received a report from Ms. Rita Wick of dead trees in the easement.  She added the township owns the land.  He asked if the township was responsible for the removal of these trees.  The clerk will research the issue regarding county ordinances, and Supervisor Goette will research the issue of land ownership.  

Adjourn


Supervisor Goette moved to adjourn the meeting, having no further business.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 10:03 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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