                                               WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

 August 5, 2010                   Oak-Land Jr. High School Cafeteria                         7:00 p.m.


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Supervisor Ron Goette, Mr. Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk.; Mr. Ryan Stempksi, Township Engineer; Mr. Scott McDonald, Attorney; Mr. Duane Stensland, Building Inspector, Mr. Dave Dubay, Interim Planning Commission Chair

Call to Order
Chairman Kyllo called the regular meeting of the board of supervisors to order at 7:00 PM.  

Approval of the Minutes


Supervisor Goette moved to approve the minutes of the July 12, 2010 regular meeting as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report


Mr. Semrud presented the report for the month of July 2010.  The report reflects receipts of $163,000, and expenses of $123,000.  The receipts reflect the first half of property tax and the largest share of the expenses relate to road and bridge reclaim projects.  Supervisor Schultz moved to accept the report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Review and Pay Bills

Supervisor Schultz moved to pay the invoices presented for payment.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.  

Concept Plan for Lot Split, Mr. Gary Johnson


Mr. Gary Johnson presented a plan to split is 12.3 acres into smaller lots.  Multiple concepts were presented, dependent upon the participation of neighbors in creating the lots and accessing the proposed cul-de-sac.  The concepts presented would be considered major subdivisions, and require the formal approval processes for the subdivision and plat.  The proposal would also need to address the slopes and storm water management.  A formal developer’s agreement would also be required.


No action was taken until one option was selected by Mr. Johnson.

Roosters, belonging to Mr. John Beulow


Mr. Rick Rondo, the neighbor of Mr. John Beulow, appeared before the board to determine what action, if any, could be taken in response to a perceived disturbance from the roosters.  The allegation is that the roosters are noisy and do not stay confined on the property.  Mr. Rondo’s residence is about 400 feet from the chicken coop.  

Chairman Kyllo noted he visited the residence for about 20 minutes, and his perception was that the noise was not excessive.


Supervisor Goette noted that this is more of a neighbor issue than a township issue.  A challenge of a community like West Lakeland is that we are straddling a suburban and rural neighborhood.  At this time, noise by dogs is addressed in the ordinance, not other livestock.  Mr. Rondo noted that, in his opinion, the noise from the rooster could be as frequent and as offensive as the 20 minutes of barking specified in the current ordinance.

The consensus of the board after discussion was that they were sympathetic with the concerns, but did not believe with the small number of chickens in the township, it did not warrant being managed through an ordinance at this time.
Additional Road Investment


The board discussed the viability of investing additional resources above those currently budgeted in road maintenance.  The question raised is if it would be a wiser use of reserve funds to do additional road maintenance and repair while the cost for this work was low, and the returns on investments are limited.  Examples of what might be considered are additional crack sealing or the reclaim of 22d Street.  No specific proposals were reviewed.


A partnership with neighboring communities was also discussed, but based on the time into the construction season, such shared projects may be more appropriate for the next year. 


Mr. Semrud noted that the reserves have been maintained at just over $1,100,000 for the past 10 years.  This is approximately two years of expenditures.  

A recommendation was made to allow expenditure of an additional $75,000 to $100,000 on road repair projects. Supervisor Schultz moved to authorize Supervisor Goette and Mr. Stempski to evaluate proposed road improvement projects and authorize additional expenditure during this fiscal year above the budgeted amount by up to $100,000. Chairman Kyllo seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
Mendell Avenue Basement


Mr. McDonald reported to the board that a letter had been sent, followed by a discussion with the homeowners.  The homeowners indicated that they do not intend to do any repair or investment in the property, but consider it abandoned.  The property is currently pending foreclosure.  


The board discussed the option of condemnation as a hazardous property and the extent of the liability for any potential hazard while the property was pending foreclosure.  After discussion the board agreed to wait for the foreclosure action.
Bike Path Maintenance

The board discussed the Township’s responsibility in maintaining the bike paths in West Lakeland in the I-94 corridor.  The clerk provided correspondence from August 1978, indicating the Township response to MnDOT at the time of the construction, indicating that the Township did not support the construction, and would not assume responsibility for the bike path.  Chairman Kyllo will contact MnDOT indicating that the Township will not take responsibility for the maintenance.
Letter of Credit, Holiday Station stores

The Holiday Station stores letter of credit expires on September 30th.  Mr. Stempki reported that the roads are in good shape, the curb is in good condition with the exception of some minor cleanup.  Mr. McDonald indicated that the Township is not responsible for maintenance until it takes ownership of the road.  The agreement does not allow for any financial security, but requires that the road be up to township standards at the time of transfer.  

Letter of Credit, Artisan


It was noted that the letter of credit for Artison will expire in February.  Mr. Thill has expressed interest in extending the letter of credit for an additional year, and delay of the final wear course for anther season to allow for additional construction.  There are still a number of open lots.  Mr. Stempski noted that the base is in good condition, and delaying the wear course for an additional year would not be significant risk.  


Supervisor Goette and Mr. Stempski will provide a recommendation at the next regular meeting.

Posting Board

The clerks noted that the posting board for the Township needs to be replaced, and requested the board consider relocating or redesigning the board.  During the winter, it is difficult to access.  A physical posting board is still a statutory requirement.  


Supervisor Schultz will investigate alternatives and report at the next regular meeting.

Additional Business

Ms. Agrimson has contacted the clerk for Afton, who acknowledges the agreement for the allocation of property tax, but no action has been taken to date.  Ms. Agrimson will contact Lakeland’s accountant directly.


The recognition dinner for Township volunteers will be held in September. 


Mr. Dupay noted that the Met Council has approved West Lakeland’s Comprehensive Plan, and requested the final approval be put on the agenda for the next regular meeting.  The planning commission was requested to begin review of the revision of the Town code.


The board was asked to monitor the traffic on Manning and 30th Street by Mr. Purcell.
Adjourn


Having no further business, Supervisor Schultz moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM.





Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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