
WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING

March 11, 2008                             8:00 p.m.          Oak-Land Jr. High School Cafeteria


Call to Order:

     
The Clerk of the Township, Ms. Susan Agrimson, called to order the annual Town Meeting at 8:00 p.m.  The first order of business was to appoint the moderator of the evening.  Ms. Harriet McPherson nominated Ms.Cheryl Talberg as moderator. Duly seconded by Ms. Carol Swanson.  The motion carried

Reading of Minutes from Last Year’s Annual Meeting:


The Clerk of the Township, Ms. Susan Agrimson, presented the minutes of last years meeting.  Ms. Carol Swanson made a motion to accept the minutes as read.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Lee Richert. The motion carried.

Introduction of Township Officers:

Chairman, Daniel Kyllo welcomed all those present and distinguished guests.  He reported that Representative Julie Bunn(District 56A) and Senator Kathy Saltzman(District 56) are in Committee this evening;  but indicated that they would try to attend our meeting if time permits. 

Mr. Kyllo shared that 2008 has been challenging thus far with the issues surrounding the Holiday Stationstore construction.  It is now on track to open late Summer/early Fall.  The use of this land as commercial will provide a much needed tax revenue to the School District 834, West Lakeland Township and Washington County.

Another challenge to the Board thus far has been the proposed Xcel Energy fly ash storage pit in this Township.  The Board has worked diligently in making sure that they do all they can to do what is best for West Lakeland.  Chairman Kyllo mentioned that both Rep. Julie Bunn and Senator Kathy Saltzman have also been working on our behalf and that there are bills within the legislature dealing with hazardous byproducts of energy production.

Mr. Kyllo stated that the Board has been committed to serving the residents with the lowest possible taxes and still doing a good job.  True to our reputation, West Lakeland has again maintained the lowest taxes within the seven county metro area.  He also remarked that he has found a possible windfall with the gravel tax that is collected from pit owners and distributed by Washington County to its municipalities.  There is a pit that shares its boundaries with West Lakeland and Lakeland.  Through some oversight, Lakeland was receiving West Lakeland’s share which could amount to $30,000-35,000 from the past several years. He will continue to work out a resolve with Washington County and Mayor of Lakeland.


In closing, Mr. Kyllo said that it is a pleasure to serve on the town board and wants West Lakeland residents to always feel free to call with comments and concerns.


Supervisor John McPherson began by thanking Supervisors Ron Goette and Daniel Kyllo for all the time they commit to their Board duties.  He wanted to also 

commend them on their work with all of the meetings involved with the proposed fly ash storage facility. 


He said that the bids for road work for Summer are already out.  They are on the high side, but it is very prudent to get the bidding done earlier than later .  Mr. McPherson said that doing bidding this early will avoid assessing town people with inflated prices if this process is done much later and could be affected  by the escalating fuel  prices.


Another item to help keep taxes lower will be the opening of the Holiday Stationstore some time this summer. He also wanted to make note and applaud Supervisor Kyllo for discovering the diversion of gravel pit monies going to Lakeland instead of West Lakeland. 

 
Mr. McPherson said that he was very happy to see those in attendance at this annual meeting.


Supervisor Ron Goette commented that the last year and half has been very interesting for him working on the Board.  He appreciates the frugality of the Board  and said that all the Board members function well together.  He feels that the biggest issue facing the Board right now is the proposed fly ash storage of which a lot of time has been spent studying it and feels that this is a very serious environmental issue. He said the once the “cement block” is in, nothing can ever be done with the property again.  That takes the options away that the County, School District and the Township have for future use as well as potential loss of revenue that could be realized.     He encouraged residents to keep up on what is happening with this issue.


Treasurer Ed Semrud thanked the Board for its continuing fiscal responsibility.  We began the year with $1.2 million in funds.  During 2007, disbursements exceeded our revenues by $90,000 which brings funds available at the end of the year down to $1.1 million.  Major disbursements for the year have been for roads of $161,000, fire contract  $65,000 and recycling contract $42,000.  Mr. Semrud feels that the Board is doing a good job of holding the line on expenses and should continue to do so in the future


Ray Swanson, Planning Commission Chairman began by saying that the purpose of his report is two-fold.  He thanked the seven volunteers on the Planning Commission as they continue to review subdivision plats that are submitted as well as anything the Board would like them to review and advise them on.  He said that this is one of the most diverse and complimentary group he has worked with and their dedication to the tasks that need to be done.

It is also the responsibility of the Planning Commission, through comprehensive planning and Best Management Principles, to educate our residents as to how the groundwater is being protected from contamination;  as well as where the water we drink comes from.  As West Lakeland doesn’t have any sewer pipes,  rainwater falls into whatever bodies of water we have and it hopefully runs off slowly and heads to the lowest points which are township and county ditches and away from West Lakeland.  One of the things in the way, as the rainwater drains through the township, are the 

driveways as it then flows through the culverts.  Homeowners are advised to check their culverts periodically make sure they are not plugged up. Residents are asked to call the Board or the Planning Commission if something appears to be blocking a culvert.   One of the recently adopted rules is that we can’t push more water off our land than was there to begin with and it can’t be moved more quickly than it arrived.  It is recommended that homeowners could help with this by using rain barrels and rain gardens. Information on this can be obtained from the Master Gardener Program in Washington County.  

A resident inquired as to where one could find these new rules.  Mr. Swanson replied that the rules are made through comprehensive planning and they adopt the rules of the Valley Branch Watershed and Middle St. Croix Valley Watershed Management Organization by reference.  He explained that is why when the Planning Commission gets a plat to review that it also has to refer it to these other governmental for permits.  

Dave Schultz made a motion to accept the reports as presented.  Seconded by Leo Richert.  Motion carried.  

Guests


Gary Kriesel, Washington County Commissioner, began with saying that he  has spent a lot of time with the Town Board and he said that he is also a “disciple” of the John McPherson fiscal responsibility.  He shared that it is a pleasure to deal with a governmental unit that is not dysfunctional and works for the common good of the people it represents.


With regard to the proposed fly ash disposal site, he commented that the County made a strong response to the EIS and that he has followed this issue very closely. One of the big concerns is the chemical components of the fly ash and concern expressed over the model used.  He is most appreciative of the work that Senator Saltzman and Rep. Bunn have spent on this representing us on the fly ash issue.  Mr. Kriesel also stated that the West Lakeland Town Board has built a coalition of support in the entire St. Croix Valley.  He made clear that the permitting process begins and ends with the West Lakeland Town Board.  


Taxes are a huge concern.  He said that he is not for the proposed  ¼ cent  sales tax increase to be dedicated to transit.   He felt that of the seven metropolitan counties involved, Ramsey and Hennepin County would probably be the recipients of a lot of the revenue He would be most appreciative of any citizen input on this or any matter.  His email is:  gary.kriesel@co.washington.mn.us and he can be reached at 430-0537.

Sheriff William Hutton started off with saying that the Sheriff’s Department has 238 fulltime employees which includes 92 deputies and all other support staff.

He stated that there were 1,419 Initial Complaint Reports(ICR’s) for West  Lakeland Township to the Sheriff’s Office  which includes barking dogs to burglaries.  

Breakdown of  ICR Reports:

           382 citations

 12 DUI’s

 34 disorderlies

  3  narcotics

  9  vandalism( way down from last two years)

  7  burglaries(down)

  7  larcenies or thefts of more than $500 (down)

14  property damage(down)

   5 personal injury accidents(consistent)

   1 fatality on a County road within West Lakeland Township

 46 other accidents(less than $1000 reported total damage)

Sheriff Hutton commented that this is a very good trend over all for the Township over the last two years.

Next, he wanted to report on some of the tasks he mentioned at last years Annual Meeting that have been accomplished or have made significant progress on.  He said that when he became Sheriff, he wanted to start an Apprehension Unit to catch the “bad guys” which has been accomplished. It includes 14 individuals in the Sheriff’s Office which began with no additional funding. It has proven to have gone above and beyond expectation.  They now also have a “Most Wanted” on the Washington County by clicking on the Sheriff’s area.  

He also wanted to work on employee retention as the department has been a training ground for the last several years.  He explained that they have not lost a deputy in over a year.  This is a result of the County Commissioners re-evaluating their pay and bringing the deputies up to the market rate.  

With regard to the Communications Center, there is a civilian running it at current time versus a licensed peace officer.  They have also started the remote response(precincts). Instead of reporting to the Sheriff’s Office,  they go directly to the community they are serving  and they do not come in to get the squads.  The communities using the remote response are:  Scandia, Hugo, Lower St. Croix Valley and Lake Elmo and eventually, Mahtomedi.  

As for the jail, they have received a 100% compliance rating from the State last year.  There are very few jails that receive this kind of a rating.  

Last year, Sheriff Hutton also talked about a computer forensics program that was in effect at the Sheriff’s Office; but it has been upgraded.  The 800 mhz. project  that involves 14 sites within the County that needed to be developed and at the present time there are 13 operating.  This system allows for all of the public safety services to communicate directly with each other.  By August of 2008, the system will be fully 

operable.  The computers are now in the cars so they can do everything as if they were sitting at a desk.  They can run identity checks, etc.  At this point, the floor was opened for 

questions. He did offer warning that residents should not put bills, etc. in their mailboxes as there is a huge opportunity for identity and personal information to be stolen.  In closing, Sheriff Hutton said that he would welcome any concerns to be directed to him at his phone number is 430-7602 and/or email is:  william.hutton@co.washington.mn.us.

Old Business


No old business was brought forward

New Business -

Election Results

         The election results were presented to Moderator Talberg by Head Election Judge Betsy Vance. They read as follows:

                157 persons voted

                152 votes received by Ron Goette

                    5 write-ins

Election Judge Compensation

         The election judge compensation was reviewed.  Howard Kroschel moved to retain the current compensation of $7.50 per hour for judges and $9.50 per hour for the head judge.  Ray  Swanson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Levy

         Treasurer Semrud reported that the proposed levy for 2009 is $335,000 which is up slightly from the levy of 2008 which is $325,000.  This will still have us coming in about $20,000 less than what we plan on spending.  Lee Richert moved to approve the suggested levy.  Seconded by Dave Schultz.  The motion carried.

Banks

        Currently, we have funds spread throughout five banks – Central, Lake Elmo,  Jennings, US Bank and First State Bank and Trust(Bayport).  Within these banks, we have CD’s, money markets and cash or checking.  We try to use local banks and spread the funds around; the way we have done for quite some time.  The question is whether we want to continue to with that.  Lee Richert made a move to continue with keeping the five banks we have been using.  Dave Schultz seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Dave Schultz made mention of the fact that Jennings Bank had been in the news of late because of some questionable banking practices and wondered what effect that would have on us.  Treasurer Semrud assured us that we are insured and our funds are covered through Reserve Funds or the FDIC.  They also submit our federal payroll tax withholding to the federal government and have our checking account.  Mr. Semrud said that he would take a look at this information again to make sure we are properly covered

There was a question asked of Treasurer Semrud about expenditures.  Mr. Semrud stated that in 2008 $12,600 was paid to the St. Croix Watershed and in 2009 there is a voluntary audit to be scheduled.  In past years, there was an audit every other 

year.  It’s not a requirement  because of our size. However,  the Board has chosen to do it every third year--2009 is the scheduled year for another voluntary audit  and it ranges in price from $7,000 to $8,000.

Questions from Floor

Resident, Dave Bogenschultz inquired of the Board what water table the Holiday Stationstore would be drawing from.  Planning Commission Chair, Ray Swanson, answered that he knows that it is not the same one that the Township uses.  He indicated that the State issues the permit for this and that the Valley Branch would have the answer to Mr. Bogenschultz’s question.  

Mr. Bogenschultz also wanted to know how many people the septic system would service. Again, Mr. Swanson indicated that this permit comes from another agency other than the Township.  He said that the Holiday Stationstore will not have a car wash because of the septic system which is a “mound” design.

Resident Jim Franklin asked if the agenda for the monthly meeting could be posted on the website on Wednesday. The Board said that they could accommodate this request. However, this would be a draft and subject to change before the meeting.  He also inquired about the 2009 Comprehensive Plan and where he could find information on it.  Planning Commission Chair, Mr. Swanson, gave a tentative timeframe of its presentation to the Metropolitan Council to be in the third quarter of this year.   If there is information to be had, he was directed to check the Township website.  

There were questions to the Board about the proposed Xcel fly ash storage facility in West Lakeland and how would residents know what was happening on a timely basis.  Chairman Kyllo stated that because activity is occurring sporadically, the best thing would be to check the website for the quickest and most up to date information.   Folks were also directed to check the PCA website.  The Board is very happy to receive calls from concerned residents about this or any issue.  

Adjourn

Mr. Bob Freiermuth moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Lauren Kalal. The motion carried. Moderator Cheryl Talberg adjourned the meeting at 9:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

[image: image1.jpg]Kusan (g rirmapr




Susan Agrimson

Town Clerk
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