                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

June 8, 2009                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Ron Goette, Supervisor David Schultz, Sue Agrimson, Clerk; Matt Woodruff, Township Engineer; Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Scott McDonald, Attorney; Duane Stensland, Building Inspector, Dave Dupay, Planning Commission Chair

Insurance Review


Chairman Kyllo called the board of supervisors together to complete an annual review of insurance coverage at 6:30 PM.  Mr. Chris Sauro, of County Insurance, reviewed the current coverage, and discussed risks and opportunities to determine if insurance was sufficient for the oncoming year.  No serious concerns, risks or shortfalls were found.   The insurance review was adjourned at 7:00 PM.

Public Hearing 


Chairman Kyllo called to order at 7:00 PM a public hearing to consider an application by the St Croix Montessori School to construct a pavilion. The request was presented by Karing Nial, DanRylicki and Girish Ballolla, representing the parents and staff of the school.  The school is located on Neil Avenue, and part of the property includes a home site, which had burned down.  The concrete slab, sewer and well remain.  The school would like to turn that site into a pavilion with seasonal restrooms.  It would be a gathering place for the students and the school community would use it for picnics and other school gatherings.  The school is currently located on two parcels, with St Croix Academy as the registered owner.  

Mr. Dupay presented a summary of the planning commission observations after review.  The concerns included the review of the common well, which would serve the current residence and the new pavilion, by the Heath Department; review and approval of the septic system; and building permit approval.  The planning commission also noted that the conditions of the original conditional use permit, condition number three, should be reviewed to indicate that the leasing for commercial use is prohibited.  Chairman Kyllo also put on record a letter received from the neighboring landowner, Xia Vang, who had no objections to the project.  The school representatives provided to the planning commission a letter from the resident from the north, indicating no objection. Neighbors to the west provided verbal support to the school staff.  Mr. McDonald indicated his opinion that no text of the conditional use permit needed to be changed, unless clarifying condition number 3.  The amendment would reflect an updated site plan.


The public hearing was adjourned at 7:15 PM.

Call to Order:


Chairman Kyllo called the regular meeting of the West Lakeland Board of Supervisors together at 7:15 PM.


The Washington County Sheriff’s department provided a summary of complaints in the township.  No concerns were noted.  Coverage has been increased for traffic violations on Oakgreen Avenue.

Approval of the Minutes


The minutes of the regular April 2009 meeting were reviewed.  Minor corrections were made.  Supervisor Goette moved to accept the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.


The minutes of the regular May 2009 meeting were reviewed.  The minutes were reflected to include the findings that there had been a previous structure at the site requested by the St Croix Montessori School pavilion.  Minor corrections were made. Supervisor Schultz moved to accept the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Yellow Ribbon Program


County Supervisor Gary Kriesel and LTC Barb O’Reilly presented to the Town Board the Yellow Ribbon Network.  LTC O’Reilly is in charge of the integration and wellness programs for the Minnesota National Guard.  The Yellow Ribbon program is a program designed to provide community support to area service members and their families, and the Yellow Ribbon Network, are communities linking together local public and private programs to provide that support.


Originally conceived by Gen Shalito, the Minnesota National Guard wanted to develop programs and find resources for the guard soldiers deployed and returning home. 

  The yellow ribbon program bridges all the resources of the community and helps them work together to support the military members and their family.  Separately, each organization makes a little impact, but together make a much larger impact.  When Representative Kathy Salzman asked what, as a community, we can do for the troops, what was wanted is for someone to take care of their family.  That is the Yellow Ribbon Network.  Washington County was one of the first to establish the program, and is reaching out to member communities to do the same.  There is not an expectation that all communities to develop an extensive action plan, but each can do a part.  


Supervisor Goette asked what the town board could do.  Commission Kriesel indicated that having a kick off event, inviting the residents, an action plan, and developing a focal point for the community has been the approach of other communities in the area.  The desire is to start developing a steering committee and connections for when soldiers return in January. 

Storm Water Pollution Prevention


Ms. Angie Hong, metro water education resource coordinator, presented an informational session on the storm water pollution prevention programs available to the Township.  The East Metro Water Education Resource Program is a collaborative of cities and watersheds in Washington County.  The St Croix River is designated as impaired for having excess phosphorus.    The Township’s MS4 permit requires education for programs surrounding storm water stewardship.  Current education program is offered in 5 different areas, general education; blue thumb program; organizational presentations; free site visit and design assistance for rain gardens; storm water U series aimed as professional and government staff; MS4 tool kit; and Nonpoint source education for municipal officials.  Supervisor Goette noted support for Ms. Hong’s educational efforts.  He also commented that environmental laws have mandated a lot of things to happen, including education of the public.  The township is mandated to inspect ponds and culverts, and participate in the education program run by Angie.  Chairman Kyllo opened the floor for public comment.  No discussion followed.  Supervisor Goette moved to direct Mr. Woodruff to complete the 2008 Annual Report, and authorize review and signature by the Chairman.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo noted that he was about 2/3 of the way through the inventory of the township’s drainage resources, and has been an informational and useful exercise.

Conditional Use Permit for St Croix Montessori School  


The board reviewed the findings of the public hearing.  Supervisor Goette moved to authorize Mr. McDonald to prepare a draft amendment to allow construction of a pavilion on the concrete slab left vacated from the previous house subject to approval of the well and septic and submission of updated site plan, and modify the lease provision so that the current residence can be leased to employees for residential use without approval, and all other uses, including lease for commercial purposes, must have township approval.  Check of the well is required by Minnesota department of health.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report

Mr. Semrud presented the treasurer’s report for the month of May.  The report shows receipts of $21,000 and has expenditures of $25,000.  The first half of the property taxes has not been received to date.  Supervisor Goette asked if the funds in reserve, approximately $1 million, were adequate. Mr. Semrud replied that the funds should be sufficient.   Supervisor Schultz moved to accept the report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

The audit is progressing, and should be done for submission at the end of June.  Mr. Semrud has reviewed the preliminary results, and sees no concern.   

Review of Invoices

Included in the invoices was the bill from Waste Management for Clean up Day for $17,000.  Concern was raised that municipalities were required to pay tax to Washington County on top of this invoice. Supervisor Goette moved to pay the invoices presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  Supervisor Goette moved to ratify the expenditure and reimbursing Chairman Kyllo for attendance at the Minnesota Erosion Control Association meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.


The board discussed the memorial for Dr. Swanson, former chairman of the planning commission.  Chairman Kyllo moved to authorize $250 for a commemorative bench to be placed at the Washington County fairgrounds built by Mr. Kevin Stokes with a design suggested by the family.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Comprehensive Plan

The board approved the comprehensive plan and Mr. Dupay was given authorization to submit the draft Comprehensive Plan for Metropolitan Council review.  Chairman Kyllo commended the planning commission for their work on this document.

Right of Way and Signage for Artisan


The board resumed the discussion of the trees planted in the right of way at the Artisan development.  Chairman Kyllo reported on the additional research with Stillwater Township officials, Denmark Township officials, Baytown Township officials and research of the Woodbury ordinances.  All of these municipalities would prohibit these plantings in the right of way.  These communities do not allow the plantings for the same reasons expressed at the May meeting.  Supervisor Goette expressed larger concerns with the newer trees.  Concern was raised that allowing the trees to remain would set a precedent and potentially limit the ability to manage future activity.  Mr. Woodruff noted that from the perspective of right of way management, the right of way should be kept clear.  All supervisors agreed that the plantings must be removed. 


Mr. Thill reported that street signs have been ordered, and expect to be installed by the July regular meeting.  

New Business/Supervisors Comments


Chairman Kyllo noted a letter received from the Girl Scouts of America, recognizing West Lakeland resident Brianna Sprague, for achieving the Gold Star award.


Supervisor Goette noted a resident on 16th Street, who appears to have a construction business operating from his home.  Ms. Agrimson was directed to provide an application for a home occupation use permit.


Supervisor Schultz noted a phone conversation with BTI Black Diamond, potentially relocating a plant from Woodbury.  BTI converts coal residue to aggregate.  It will need to be determined if this use is allowed under the current ordinances.  No action is requested at this time.


Chairman Kyllo asked for an update on the buildings constructed in violation of the ordinances by Mr. Bush and Mr. Young.  Mr. McDonald noted that for Mr. Young, the Township is currently waiting for the court decision.  Mr. Bush was sent an additional letter, with no response.  Supervisor Schultz moved to direct Mr. McDonald to send an additional correspondence by certified mail to the land owner, Barbara Roberts.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.

Adjourn


Having no further business, Supervisor Schultz moved to adjourn the regular meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:52 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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