                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

March 1,  2010                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Board of Audit

Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Supervisor Ron Goette, Mr. Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Ms. Mary Rinkenberger, Deputy Clerk; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk.

Chairman Kyllo called the Board of Adjustment for 2009 to order at 6:30 PM.  

The treasurer, Mr. Semrud, and Ms. Rinkenberger, Deputy Clerk, presented the treasurer’s records and the clerk’s records for audit.  The board selected transactions at random to validate the accuracy of the ledgers.  Mr. Semrud noted that bank interest is recorded separately from the bank statements, and should be noted as independent transactions on his ledger to match that of the clerk.  A question was raised on receipt #20-49.  This check should have been returned to Bryant Rock if it were for 2009 transactions, and received if for 2008 transactions.  The ledger is not clear.  Mr. Semrud is to research and report to the board.  The discrepancy is one of disposition, not financial difference, as the cash and ledger totals match and are valid.  

Supervisor Goette asked if a procedure should be developed to ensure that all expected income is received in a timely manner, especially since more of the Township’s revenues are coming from less standard sources, such as the gravel tax rebate and sharing of commercial taxes.  

Chairman Kyllo signed the ledgers as validated by the Township Supervisors.

The Board of Audit was adjourned at 7:00 PM.

Regular Meeting

Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Supervisor Ron Goette, Mr. Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Mr. Scott McDonald, Attorney, Mr. Ryan Stempski, Engineer; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk; Mr. Duane Stensland, Building Inspector; 

Call to Order


The regular meeting of the West Lakeland Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Kyllo at 7:06 PM.

Approval of the Minutes


The minutes of the Feb 2010 regular meeting were moved for approval with minor corrections by Supervisor Schultz.  The motion, seconded by Supervisor Goette, carried.

Treasurer’s Report


Mr. Semrud presented a revised report for January 2010, reflecting the additional information from the bank receipts.  


A preliminary report for February 2010 reflects receipts of $78,000 and disbursements of $76,000.  The majority of the disbursements relate to the fire contract payment.  The receipts reflect the franchises fee from Comcast Cable, and the gravel tax payment from Washington County.   Supervisor Goette moved to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.


The board discussed if engineering services for the next budget year should be allocated to the road and bridge account or left as a general fund expenditure.  The expenses have been detailed to either general fund or road and bridge expenses effective in 2010.  The funds can be allocated to each fund for 2011, or left in the general fund.  The overall budget estimate would not change.  Moving those expenses would lessen the potential of excess funds in that account.   The board agreed to allocate $7,000 of the $18,000 allocated to engineering funds to the road and bridge account.


Mr. Semrud also recommended the board consider dedicating a portion of the levy to the road and bridge to receive the road and bridge credit from Washington County.  Moving $317,000 of the levy to the road and bridge account will qualify for the credit of approximately $16,000.  Without that levy addition, the road and bridge account estimated balance at the end of 2011 will be $75,000;   this will not change the overall amount of the levy, but the allocation of funds.  This recommendation is different than the earlier recommendation at the budget meeting because the specifics of the road and bridge credit have been received, and is less than expected.  Chairman Kyllo moved to allocate the levy necessary to qualify for the road and bridge credit to the road and bridge account.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Review and Pay the Bills


Chairman Kyllo asked about an invoice from American Engineering Testing. Mr. Stempski clarified the work was done in preparation for the reclaim and overlay work programmed for the summer.  


Chairman Kyllo requested review of a reimbursement for payment of $215 for attendance at a seminar for erosion control certification for Mr. Stensland.  Chairman Kyllo moved to reimburse Mr. Stensland for attendance at that seminar.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.


Supervisor Schultz moved to pay the invoices presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Tiller Corporation, Mining Conditional Use Permit


Mr. Mike Carron, of Tiller Corporation, appeared before the board to review the 5 year mining permit.  Chairman Kyllo reported on the earlier meeting with Mr. Carron, Mr. Dennis O’Donnel, and Mr. Christian Pauley, County Engineer, to review the permit.  It was recommended this be provided for planning commission review. Mr. O’Donnel saw no concerns from the County to delay renewal of the permit.


Mr. Carron noted that for the next five years, the operations are expected to continue as they are currently operation.  The eastern portion of the site is getting depleted, and the operation will begin to focus reclamation on that side.  As for citizen’s issues, the major concern is truck traffic, and each incident report can be addressed with the drivers and trucking firms.  Chairman Kyllo noted that there is discussion of moving aggregate extraction to the east of present extraction, which may result in a request to redivert the Xcel power lines.  There is also intent to do more berming on the western side of the site.   


Mr. Carron noted that there is a $40,000 bond held for the Township.  Tiller Corporation also maintains a $250,000 bond for Washington County.  Mr. Carron asked for permission to meld the two bonds, and name West Lakeland Township as a party to the larger bond maintained for Washington County.  This increases the available security available to the Township.  Mr. McDonald noted no immediate concerns.  Supervisor Goette moved, seconded by Supervisor Schultz, to investigate, with legal consult concurrent, being named as a party on the county bond, and not require renewal of the township bond.  The motion carried.

Conditional Use Permit for Home Occupation, Todd and Erica Fultz, 2270 Neal Ave


Todd and Erica Fultz, of 2270 Neal Avenue, appeared before the board to request consideration of a conditional use permit for home occupation business on the property.  The current proposal is to operate a nonasset based roofing contract business.  The business is limited in terms of traffic, visitors and equipment, with a maximum of three employees.  Mr. Fultz requested the board consider a one year conditional use permit to be granted without the filling the residency requirement of the ordinance.  He is recovering from an accident, and the home on the property is not yet sufficiently renovated to allow for handicapped use and access.  The house is under renovation at the current time.   A building permit has been issued to upgrade the residence.


Supervisor Schultz noted for the record that his cousin is married to Mr. Fultz’ cousin.


Mr. Dave Dupay spoke on behalf of the planning commission, and recommended that the board consider a flexible solution until full residency can be established. The requested use, other than the residency, is fully within the bounds of the ordinance.   The proposed use makes sense.  


Chairman Kyllo noted the concern over the ability to fill the residency requirement.  The issue is not the business, but compliance with the requirement for home owner occupation.  Mr. Fultz noted that he tried to find a family member or person to comply the ordinance, but was unable to do so in the short time since the discrepancy in compliance was noted, and is working to make the house accessible.  Supervisor Goette noted concern over setting precedence for commercial activity in a residential neighborhood.  It was also noted by the board that this business is very low impact on the neighborhood.  It was also noted that the property is titled in the name of the business, not Mr. and Mrs. Fultz.


Supervisor Goette moved to approve a conditional use permit to operate the business Hail Pro at 2270 Neil Avenue, with the conditions that the number of employees not exceed three, the business generate no additional noise or traffic in the neighborhood, 

hours of operation from 7 AM to 6 PM, no signage, and that the permit will be reviewed in one year to establish owner occupation and residency on the property, with the intent that the use become fully compliant in that time frame.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Board Attendance Spring Short Course


The Minnesota Association of Townships Short Course is scheduled for March 15 to April 2, 2010. The board discussed the topics being presented at the two workshops.  Attendance of the clerks and treasurer was discussed.  Chairman Kyllo moved to authorize attendance at the spring short course.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Additional Business


The annual meeting of the Township is set for March 9, 2010, with the election between 10 AM and 8 PM.


The proposed date for the Town Board Organizational meeting is March 23, 2010 at 10:00 AM.  The clerk will finalize the arrangements.


The board of equalization meeting is set for April 12, 2010 at 10:00 AM.


Supervisor Schultz attended the Feb 16 Washington County Board meeting, and noted that stoplights will be installed at Manning and I-94 to be done in over the summer of 2010..  


Supervisor Goette provided an update on the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon program.  West Lakeland will begin participation in partnership with Oak Park Heights, Bayport and Baytown Township.  


Chairman Kyllo noted that the letter of credit for Artisan, Mr. Thill, was renewed for an additional month.  

The joint powers agreement for taxation of Skinnel Property, aka Century College trucking school, with Afton has been set for review on the Afton City Council agenda on March 16th 

Adjourn


Having no additional business, Supervisor Goette moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:30 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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