                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

December 8, 2008                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  

Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor John McPherson, Supervisor Ron Goette; Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Matt Woodruff, Engineer; Scott McDonald, Attorney; Duane Stensland, Building Inspector; Ray Swanson, Planning Commission Chair; Sue Agrimson, Clerk;  Elizabeth Vance, Deputy Clerk

Call to Order


Chairman Kyllo called to order the December regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors at 7:00 PM.

Approval of the Minutes


The board reviewed the presented minutes of the November regular meeting.  Minor corrections were proposed and accepted.  Supervisor McPherson moved to accept the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report


Mr. Semrud presented two reports, the October report to supplement the abbreviated report from the regular November meeting, and the November report.  The November report reflects $11,000 in revenue, and expenditures of $13,000.  This is spending $126,000 above revenues year to date, which is in alignment with the budgeted plan.  Supervisor McPherson moved to approve the report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Mr. Semrud requested permission from the board to transfer $75,000 to the Central Bank Money market.  Supervisor McPherson moved to authorize the transfer of funds.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried. 


Mr. Semrud presented a summary on the requests for bin for an annual audit.  The only response was received from Tautges Redpath for $11,250, 67% above the price paid for the 2007 audit.  The increase is abased upon additional reporting standards, and an adjustment from the previous estimate.  The actual work came in higher than anticipated.  West Lakeland Township is not obligated to do an audit this year under State regulations.  The audit was proposed as a measure to verify proper stewardship of the public funds.  Results of previous audits have consistently shown only minor observations.  Mr. Semrud is able to meet filing requirements without a formal audit.  No action was taken on initiating an audit at this time.

Review and Pay Bills


Payment of the invoices presented was moved by Supervisor Goette, Seconded by Supervisor McPherson, the motion carried.

Comments from Rep Julie Bunn


Representative Julie Bunn appeared before the board to report on research done on the recommendation from the Minnesota Department of Health to modify the threshold level for installation of a whole house carbon filter within the well advisory area new construction from 5 UG/L to 0.5 UG/L.   The recommendation for the changed is based upon the testing frequency of every 2 years.  In essence, any detectable level will be required to filter and test.  The wells with the higher concentration limit of 5 UG/L are tested up to 4 times per year.  Testing this frequently may become burdensome on the homeowner and the local governing agency.  The lower standard with less frequency of testing is believed to ensure health safety without excessive administrative or financial burden.  There are some concerns with homes constructed in the well advisory area under the code with the 5 UG/L standards to balance any potential risk with the cost of more frequent testing.  The board discussed finding available sources of testing capable of meeting this limit, to understand the cost and potential service providers.  

Representative Bunn also commented on the review of landfills and management of landfills.  New rules are under discussion, and the working group on industrial waste is to present a report of its recommendations in the next few weeks.  Fly ash disposal is considered an industrial waste.  

MS4 Application Update


Mr. Woodruff presented an update to the application submission for the MS4 permit process.  The submittal is being held pending the results of the review of the application submitted by the City of Dellwood.  Dellwood is similar in size and resources to West Lakeland and the comments of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency may provide insight pertinent to the West Lakeland application.  Based on these comparisons, Mr. Woodruff removed some of the measurement standards in the initial draft determined to be more appropriately managed at a higher level of agency oversight.

Outbuilding Ordinance 14.01

Building Permit Violation


The board reviewed a building permit violation discovered on the property located at 1299 Norrell Avenue.  The building is in violation of not having a permit, but is also in violation of the size of the structure allowed on the lot.  The original building appears to have been built around 2002, and expanded in 2006, based upon review of aerial photos of the lot.  There is no record of a permit being filed for the original structure or the expansion.  The estimated size is 4200 square feet, as compared to the allowed size of 2,500 square feet on 5 acres.   The owner of the property has been approached, and no permit application has been received.  Mr. McDonald indicated that to become compliant, the owner would need to receive permits and receive a variance for the size of the building.  A potential alternative would be to subdivide the property into two lots, and declare the accessory building, since it has adequate plumbing and electricity, the residence for the second lot.  Supervisor Goette asked if there were a way to restrict the use of the structure until the issue can be resolved.  The board does have a legal right to take action against the landowner.  In addition, a notice of adverse impact can be filed against the property to provide official notice of the violation.  


The board, in a motion cast by Supervisor Goette and seconded by Supervisor McPherson, directed Mr. McDonald to send a letter the landowner, and draft a resolution to file against the property.  The letter will request that the landowner appear before the board to determine a path to resolution, and set a timetable for compliance, and the potential further action available to the board.  The motion carried.

2009 Street Improvement Projects


Mr. Woodruff presented the 2009 street improvement projects.  The total of the projects is $170,200, and includes two major projects.  Bids will be sent out, and received in time for review at the January meeting.  Supervisor McPherson moved to authorize plans and specifications to support the bid solicitation.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Additional Business


An additional violation of the ordinance on the location of an accessory structure may be under construction on Nolan Avenue.  Mr. Stensland was directed to investigate.


Mr. McDonald provided an update on the legal proceedings against Mr. Young in the violation of the ordinances with his accessory structure.  The hearing is set for January 16, 2009.


Dr. Swanson presented a draft of the narrative for the updated Comprehensive Plan.  Copies are expected to be provided to reviewing agencies and neighboring municipalities shortly.  

Adjourn


Having no further business, Supervisor Goette moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor McPherson, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:45 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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