                       WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING

March 10, 2009                             8:00 p.m              Oak-Land Jr. High School Cafeteria 


Call to Order:

The Clerk of the Township, Ms. Susan Agrimson, called to order the Annual Town Meeting at 8:03 p.m.  The first order of business was to appoint the moderator of the evening.  Ms. Harriet McPherson made a motion to nominate Ms. Cheryl Talberg as moderator.  Duly seconded by Ms. Carol Swanson, the motion carried.

Reading of Minutes from Last Year’s Annual Meeting:


The Clerk of the Township, Ms. Susan Agrimson, presented the minutes of last years meeting, March 10, 2008.  Ms. Carol Swanson made a motion to accept the minutes as read.  This motion was seconded by Ms. Harriet McPherson.  Motion carried.

Introduction of Township Officers:


Chairman, Daniel Kyllo welcomed all those in attendance as well as distinguished guests in the audience. 

Mr. Kyllo commented on the moratorium that is in place regarding the proposed Xcel Energy fly ash storage pit in West Lakeland.  He said this moratorium is in place until such time as that the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) writes new rules providing for greater due diligence regarding potential groundwater impacts in the siting process.  Washington County legislators, Rep. Julie Bunn and Sen. Kathy Saltzman have been instrumental in working on getting this moratorium in place and following the rule- making process in the Legislature. 

Mr. Kyllo also commented on the fact that the Holiday Station store located in West Lakeland has been in operation since October, 2008. He is pleased with the overall aesthetics and the operation of the business.  He said that residents see it as a very welcome addition to the Township. 

The Town Board has just begun participating in a State mandated program-MS4 (polluted storm water runoff is commonly transported through Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4’s). To prevent harmful pollutants from being washed or dumped into an MS4, some communities must obtain a NPDES permit and develop a storm water management program).  He said that this mandate has added to the Township work load and financial resources. 


He said that the Board continues to work at keeping costs down without sacrificing any of the services offered to the residents.  He credited newly retired Supervisor, John McPherson for working with the Board to keep taxes down and remaining the lowest in the seven county metro areas.

Supervisor Ron Goette

Ron Goette commented on how great of shape he sees the Township in.  He credits Supervisor McPherson for the good roadway conditions we all experience—the best in the County!  Due to Mr. McPherson’s retirement, Mr. Goette will be assuming the responsibility of the roads.  He feels that he was trained in by the best.


The bidding process for the 2009 town road projects was started this year earlier than typical and they came in lower than anticipated.  Mr. Goette said that this will mean lots of value for our money.  He will strive to work at keeping taxes down with regard to his responsibility for the roads.  There is currently a solid reserve fund and good budgeting in place for the coming year.  The township continues to balance service with cost in managing repairs, snow removal, and other road maintenance activities.


An organization is being formed to look at development along the I-94 corridor.  A regional study will be undertaken on how to that development may take place.  There are very diverse communities along the corridor. The fly ash storage may be an impact on the I-94 corridor, if the development continues.   Other activities underway include the beginnings of emergency preparedness planning with the Washington County Sheriff’s Department staff.  


Supervisor Goette expressed appreciation for the opportunity to serve on the township board.  A resident since the 1970’s, he has appreciated the common sense management style that governs the community.  We have a community to be proud of.

Supervisor John McPherson


John McPherson said farewell, and think that the future board will be a strong governing body.  He thanked the staff for the effort and support over the years

Questions of the Supervisors


Mr. Leo Richert asked who did the snowplowing for the township.  Chairman Kyllo responded that the work was contracted to Miller Excavating.  Washington County no longer offers to contract for snowplowing to other communities.


Treasurer’s Report


Mr. Semrud thanked the board for their fiscal responsibility and presented the report for 2008.  The year began with $1.1 million in assets, and ended the year with $1.1 million in assets.  Expenditures for the year were $600,000, with major expenditures in road and bridge maintenance for $201,000; fire support contract for $65,000, and recycling services for $39,000.  Revenues for the year were $600,000.  


Mr. Bob Freyermuth moved to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Lee Richert, the motion carried.

Planning Commission Report


Dr. Ray Swanson presented the report from the Township Planning Commission.  The seven member board has completed the draft of the comprehensive plan, pending review from the Valley Branch Watershed District.  The newest requirements include a surface water management plan.  The surface water management program is managed through the MS4 permit program, which includes permitting and best management practices, and education on surface water quality management.  New revisions of the township ordinances will be drafted to include these best management practices.  The aim of the program is to keep the drinking water as clean as possible.  The water management system of the Township is its storm water ponds and network of ditches, and issues with that system should be brought to the attention of the Township.

Senator Kathy Salzman


Chairman Kyllo introduced Senator Kathy Salzman, who rose to address the Township.  Ms. Salzman noted that it was an historic night, with Supervisor McPherson’s retirement.  It has been a pleasure to serve with Supervisor McPherson.  Although the state goals and objectives may not always agree with those of the Township, the open dialog with the residents will always produce results.

Representative Julie Bunn


Chairman Kyllo introduced Representative Julie Bunn, who rose to address the Township.  Ms. Bunn expressed appreciation to Harriet and John McPherson for their years of service.  Ms. Bunn addressed the need to address the state budget shortfall, and the need for fiscal responsibility, and work to stabilize the budget for the state into the future.  

Commissioner Gary Kriesel


Washington County Commissioner Gary Kriesel rose to address the Township.  Mr. Kreisel noted that Washington County, in a time of budget constraints, has the second lowest tax rate in the state of Minnesota.  Serious issues remain, such as the fly ash storage site and the I-94 corridor development, but the County will continue to work with the Township.  Mr. Kriesel also expressed his appreciation for Mr. McPherson’s years of service.  

Washington County Sheriff William Hutton


Sheriff Hutton noted the introduction of an 800 Megahertz radio communication system for the County making it better able to serve the citizens of the county, and able to better communicate with fire, EMS, and other law enforcement agencies in the County.  Despite cuts, you can be assured that essential services will be provided, and needed resources will be provided.  Sheriff Hutton also communicated his thanks to Supervisor McPherson for his years of service.  

Presentation of Honors


Chairman Kyllo, in appreciation from the board and the residents of the Township, presented a plaque to Supervisor McPherson.  In honor of his governing style, the inscription is short, simple and cheap – “THANKS”.  Chairman Kyllo also presented a plaque with the resolution “of  appreciation upon his retirement from the Board of Supervisors now therefore be it resolved, the Board of Supervisors acknowledge with grateful appreciation of public service for 41 years, of which 31 years were as the Board Chair” presented the 10th Day of March, 2009.  

New Business


Having no old business, Moderator Talberg moved to any new business before the board. 

Election Results


The election results were presented by the clerk.  143 votes were cast, with Mr. Dave Schultz receiving 142 votes.  Ms. Talberg welcomed Mr. Schultz to the Township board.

Election Judge Compensation:


The election judges currently receive a wage of $7.50 per hour, with the head judge receiving $9.50 per hour.  It is comparable to neighboring communities.  Ms. Laurie Belz moved to retain the compensation at this level.  Seconded by Mr. Bob Freyermuth, the motion carried.

Levy for 2010 


Mr. Semrud noted the levy put forth in the 2010 budget is for $313,000.  This is projected to bring in revenues equal to expenses.  Ms. Carol Incremena moved to adopt the levy as recommended.  Seconded by Mr. Lee Richert, the motion carried.

Banking Relationships


Treasurer, Mr. Semrud, noted that Township funds are distributed among five separate financial institutions.  The question was raised if any single institution had more than $250,000 of Township assets.  Mr. Semrud noted that there are institutions that hold more than this amount, but the bank has guarantees for above the excess.  Mr. Bob Freyermuth moved to continue these relationships.  Seconded by Mr. Dave Dupay, the motion carried.

2010 Annual Meeting


Mr. Loren Kalal moved to hold the 2010 annual meeting on March 9, 2010 at 8:00 p.m..  Seconded by Mr. Dave Dupay, the motion carried.

Clean Up Day


The clean up day for 2009 is scheduled for May 16th.  Electronics will be accepted for a fee.  Mr. Lee Richert moved to authorize the clean up day.  Seconded by Mr. Loren Kalal, the motion carried.

Adjourn


Having no further business, Mr. Bob Freyermuth moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Mark Votava, the motion carried.   The town was invited to share memories and appreciation for Mr. John McPherson.


Mr. McPherson thanked the residents who appeared this evening.







Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk

