

                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

December 14, 2009                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Ron Goette, Ryan Stempski, Township Engineer; Sue Agrimson, Township Clerk; Scott McDonald, Township Attorney; Duane Stensland, Building Inspector; Dave Dupay, Planning Commission Chair; Ed Semrud, Township Treasurer

Call to Order

Chairman Kyllo called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.  Chairman Kyllo announced that Supervisor Schultz would not be present, due to injuries from a vehicle accident, but he is recovering well.

Approval of the Minutes:

The minutes of the November 2, 2009 regular meeting were presented for approval.  Minor corrections were noted by Supervisor Goette and Mr. Semrud.  Supervisor Goette moved to accept the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report

Mr. Semrud presented a revised report for October 2009, to replace the summary report reviewed at the November meeting.  The November 2009 report indicated income of $36,000 and expenses of $18,000.  The year end projections indicated that, overall, the year will end on budget. Supervisor Goette moved to accept the report.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.

Mr. Semrud provided an update on the switch from Jennings to Central bank.  New checks have been ordered, and should be available for use in January.  Mr. Semrud noted that the township will now have active relationships with four local banks, instead of the previous five. The board may want to consider reallocating funds in the future.  

The board considered an appropriate gift for Santa for his services to the Township.  Chairman Kyllo moved to authorize purchase of a gift certificate for Lake Elmo Inn.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Review and Pay Bills

Chairman Kyllo moved to pay the invoices presented.  Supervisor Goette seconded the motion, and the motion carried.

Building Ordinance Violation, Mr. Roger Young

The board met with Mr. Young to review plans to bring the building code violation in to compliance.  The plan presented is to connect the two buildings with a walkway and a trellis, including 4 ft frost footings, to satisfy state building code.  Supervisor Goette asked about the added square footage, and if this remained in compliance of the township ordinance on building size.  The total of the buildings are 1000 sq feet and 600 sq feet, with the walkway of 480 sq feet for a total of 2,040 square feet. Discussion followed to determine if the area of the walkway would be included in the building square footage. Supervisor Goette questioned if this was a building, in that it did not have a roof, and if such a connection would qualify as a single structure.  Mr. McDonald noted that if a single building permit would have been issued for the final construction from the start, it would be a single building.  Supervisor Goette asked for additional documentation that the structure did meet state building code and township ordinances.  Mr. Young noted that he would be willing to consider reimbursing the Township for some of the expense incurred in this action. Mr. Young would also consider design changes, but considered the open trellis more aesthetically appealing than a covered building.  Supervisor Goette moved to table the action pending additional investigation by Mr. McDonald and Mr. Stensland.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.  

2010 Overlay and Seal coat Project

Mr. Stempski presented the proposal for the 2010 overlay and seal coat project.  Two options were presented.  The first included overlay and reclamation for Mendell Avenue, 18th Street, and seal coat of Norcrest Avenue, 24th Street, Omaha, and Osprey.  The second option is less new pavement and more seal coating.  The intent is to prevent further deterioration in the existing roads, and move through the replacement and repair of those needing work over the next few years.

The reclaim process will grind up the existing bituminous and aggregate base and the repave the overlay on top of the newly generated base.  This process can provide an expected life expectancy of 20 to 25 years.   Reclamation is recommended when there is patching to more than 20% of the road.  The cost of reclamation and repair are similar with that extensive amount of repair.

Mr. Stempski recommended the second option, with more seal coat, and repair of those roads deemed necessary based on the three year plan devised with Supervisor Goette. 

Supervisor Goette moved to proceed with the second option presented, and directed Mr. Stempski to prepare the necessary plans and specifications.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.

Culvert and Pond Inspections

Chairman Kyllo presented the results of the culvert and pond inspections and inventory.  The inspections are required as part of the MS4 compliance.  The current inventory reflects 32 ponds, excluding those managed by the Valley Branch Watershed District.  One pond indicated failure due to sediment and debris in the pond.  For culverts, the inventory noted 49 subject to inspection, of which 6 failed.  Failures are due to buildup of sediment and debris.  Those deemed as failed will be itemized and budgeted for correction.  The inventory also found 123 culverts under the reportable 24” diameter.  Overall, there are 30 structures in need of some level of repair.

Artisan Letter of Credit

The township did receive an extension for a 30 day period, and the full extension is pending some additional documentation from the developer.  It is expected that the reauthorization will be done by December 18th.  The deadline for the extension is December 22d.  Mr. McDonald will follow up to ensure compliance.  Chairman Kyllo asked Mr. Stempski to provide an updated estimate of remaining work to evaluate the adequacy of the remaining escrow.

Additional Escrows:

The board reviewed the outstanding escrow balance of $3200 on hand for the Autumn Run subdivision.  No action is underway, and due to the length of time since the initial approval, reapplication would be necessary.  It is unclear who is to receive the return of the escrow, since both the landowner and the developer partner deposited funds.  The clerk was directed to prepare a letter to both parties, asking for disposition and release of claim on the remaining funds.

The board reviewed the remaining escrow for Jeff and Julie Nelson for a variance request to accessory building size and number.  No action was requested at the time of the hearing, and any request now would need to be reinitiated.  The clerk was directed to return the remaining escrow.

The board reviewed the remaining $9,852 in escrow for the Century College truck driving school.  This is managed through a joint powers with Afton having primary control.  Chairman Kyllo will ensure that necessary tax and jurisdiction issues are resolved before returning the escrow.

Adjourn

Having no new business, Supervisor Goette moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion passed.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:55 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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