                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

October 12, 2009                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Ron Goette, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Ryan Stempski, Township Engineer; Sue Agrimson, Township Clerk; Scott McDonald, Township Attorney; Duane Stensland, Building Inspector; Dave Dupay, Planning Commission Chair; Ed Semrud, Township Treasurer

Call to Order

Chairman Kyllo called the regular meeting of the West Lakeland Board of Supervisors to order at 7:02 PM.

Approval of the Minutes


The draft minutes of the September 2009 regular meeting were reviewed.  Supervisor Goette moved to approve the minutes with minor corrections.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report


Mr. Semrud provided the Treasurer’s Report for September 2009, showing receipts of $28,000 and disbursements in the amount of $35,000.  The CD at Jennings matured in September, and was moved to the checking account.  The report included projections of expenses and account balances updated through October through the end of the year.  It is expected that the Road and Bridge account should end up in a better balance position than programmed.  The General Account is doing somewhat worse than budgeted, reflecting lower applications for building permits and escrows.  Mr. Semrud offered the opinion that reserves would be only minimally affected at the end of the year. 


The board discussed the role of the changes pending for Jennings bank.  Central Bank has purchased this organization, and has provided no detail on how the accounts may be changed as the banks merge.  The funds are guaranteed, and the Township has no exposure or risk of loss at this time.  Mr. Semrud was directed to continue to research alternative banking options for the service previously provided by Jennings Bank.


Supervisor Schultz moved to approve the treasurer’s report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Review and Pay Bills

Supervisor Goette moved to pay the invoices presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Washington County Sheriff’s Department

Deputy Stafney gave the monthly activity report.  The most common incidents in the County were breaking and entering, into homes and open autos.  Most of these reports appear to be concentrated closer to the St. Croix River.

Lucy Winton Bell Athletic Fields – Phase I Building Progress.


Ms. Colleen Danford, Director of the Lucy Winton Bell Athletic Fields, and Mr. Charlie Devine, representing the soccer parent organization, appeared before the board to present the progress of Phase I of the building expansion on the site and ask for financial assistance in planning for Phase II.  The building has been erected, and is functioning to a limited standpoint.  The plan calls for finishing the fixtures in the bathrooms and outfitting the concession stand in the spring of 2010.  Mr. Charlie Devine asked for a contribution of $35,000 over a five year period to support the expansion of the facility.  It was proposed that the positive aspect provided by the sporting organizations that use the facility would pay back to the Township and other surrounding communities by providing a positive outlet for the area’s youth.  This is the most active use of public space in West Lakeland Township.  It was stated that the athletic fields are the greatest park asset in the township, and should be supported.  Mr. Devine stated that West Lakeland Township’s support was needed above the contribution of the building permits and fees, to complete the second phase of this development.  Ms. Danthorth noted that the athletic complex is a valuable resource for the entire St. Croix Valley, and the organization has demonstrated appropriate fiscal responsibility in its daily operations.  Requests for financial support are being made of all area communities of $8 per student.   All supervisors agreed that the sports clubs, as with the boy scouts and girl scouts, are valuable programs for the area youth. Supervisor Goette noted that the Township has also provided support, in terms of forfeited tax revenue, from the land.  This is the first request to provide financial support for a park in West Lakeland, which is not part of the Township’s core philosophy.  It is believed that the large lot size of 2.5 acres provides for sufficient open space.  Revenues are down, so spending must be appropriately measured. Chairman Kyllo noted that similar requests have been made, and declined as nonbudged expenditures, from the Washington County 4H, Anderson Elementary, Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts.  He does not feel justified in supporting this endeavor while denying the previous requests.  Supervisor Goette concurred, noting that all these organizations are valuable programs.  Supervisor Schultz also concurred, and suggested that it might be considered as the next budget cycle was reviewed.


Supervisor Goette asked for a follow up on the concerns raised earlier on traffic control, and the possibility of adding an exit on the south side of the complex.

Friends of Washington County

Mr. Marc Huginin of the Friends of Washington Co. (FOWC) provided an update of the activities of this organization regarding the progress of landfill siting legislation and rulemaking process by the State of Minnesota.  Friends of Washington County is a nonprofit organization to advocate for sustainable development practices.   In this effort, the organization is addressing groundwater contamination that can arise from landfill operations.  FOWC has been participating as a citizen advocate group in the activities ongoing at the legislature and with the Minnesota Pollution Control organization concerning the rulemaking process for siting of landfills.  Rules are to be published mid December, and delivered to the legislature on January 15, 2010.  This issue is of particular importance to the Township, as the proposed Xcel landfill site is in West Lakeland Township.  The township provided funds to support the organization’s activities in 2009, and Mr. Huginin asked for additional financial support.  The board proposed scheduling a workshop to review budget and planning options in regards to managing ongoing landfill siting rulemaking.

Resolution to Adopt Valley Branch Watershed District and Middle St. Croix Water      Management Organization Surface Water Management Plan Rules and Performance Standards

At the direction of the board, Mr. McDonald presented the draft resolution authorized at  the September town board meeting.  Discussion followed on how to properly reference the documents from those organizations as appropriate for the resolution.   Supervisor Schultz moved to table the resolution until the next meeting.  Mr. Dupay asked to define the appropriate attachments and references.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Goette, and passed.

Washington County Subsurface Sewage Treatment Regulation


On September 8, 2009, the Washington County Board of Commissioners adopted a resolution repealing Ordinance #128, and adopted Ordinance #179, as part of Chapter 4, Subsurface Sewage Treatment Regulations.  No action is required by the Township, as the township ordinances defer to the County in this area.

Artisan Subdivision Letter of Credit


The letter of credit for the Artisan Subdivision is set to expire on November 25, 2009.  The wear course remains to be completed, street signs are not yet installed, and trees need to be removed from the boulevard.  If improvements are not completed this construction season, temporary bituminous ramping would need to be completed and an extension of the Letter of Credit will be necessary.  The board directed Mr. Stempski to send a letter requesting renewal of the letter of credit in the current amount to Mr. Thill. 

Ordinance 7.03 Peddling and Soliciting


This ordinance was omitted in error from the 2004 recodification.  Supervisor Schultz moved to adopt the resolution, pending publication with the proposed recodification.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Aggregate Resource Protection and Mining Ordinance


The board reviewed a draft ordinance on aggregate resource protection and mining.  The ordinance is a result of Metropolitan Council requirements raised in the Comprehensive Plan review that the township address the issue, per Minnesota Statue 84.94.  Mr. Dupay reported that there are four areas that may qualify for the protection:  the DNR property, Bayport Wildlife Refuge; the Olsen property, which may be controlled as part of the St. Croix Scenic Waterway Area; a small section east of Stagecoach and south of 22d; and a section owned by Belwin.  All other locations identified by the state geological survey have been mined, already developed, or owned by Aggregate Industries.  Discussion focused on the performance standards.  Chairman Kyllo moved to table the review and return to the Planning Commission for additional review.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.  Do have a mechanism to charge with building permit reinspection, but have not been doing so.  Suggested resetting to $3500, with inspection fee of $150,  authorize drawing fees from the escrow for reinspection.  Ron suggested adding $1500 or $1000 for grading escrow, with a fee of $120 for initial and final inspection, with any additional fees, including reinspection fee at $60 per inspection, to be taken from the escrow, and $30 application fee to township for administrative expenses.  Suggested a sliding scale, but would a standard on which it should be based, maybe based on the value of the project.  Erosion control measures,suggested Ryan, should be match the requirements for a grading permit of 10,000 square feet.  

Dan suggested referral to the planning commission for recommendations.  Coversheet for permit should be reviewed to reflect a recommended fee schedule.  

Additional Business


Mr. Dupay provided an update on the Comprehensive Plan submission.  


Chairman Kyllo provided an update on the reorganization of the township code book. The redraft is in process.


Mr. Stempski provided an update on the MnDOT’s proposed signalization of Highway 95 and I-94.  It is expected to start next summer, installing signal lights at Hudson Road.


The board reviewed a request for neighborhood watch signs in Emerald Highlands.  Supervisor Goette had concerns on the locations proposed, and that signs would be placed on traffic control signposts.  After discussion, Supervisor Goette moved to table the issue pending additional investigation.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried. 


The November Town board meeting is scheduled for November 2d. 


Mr. McDonald reported that Mr. Young has not yet applied for a permit for the noncompliant structure on his property.  He has contacted the court for a new motion date after discussion with Mr. Young’s attorney.

Adjourn


Having no further business, Supervisor Schultz moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion passed.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:45 PM






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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