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Call to Order:
	The Clerk of the Township, Ms. Susan Agrimson, called the Annual Town Meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.   The first order of business was to appoint the moderator of the evening.  Mr. Leo Richert made a motion to nominate Mr. John McPherson as moderator.  Duly seconded by Mr. Loren Kalal, the motion carried.

Reading of Minutes from Last Year’s Annual Meeting:
	The Clerk of the Township, Ms. Susan Agrimson, presented the minutes of  last year’s meeting, March 10, 2009 and asked for corrections or additions.  With minor corrections, Mr. Loren Kalal made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected. Seconded by Dave Dupay. The motion carried. 

Introduction of Senator Kathy Saltzman
	Moderator McPherson introduced Senator Kathy Saltzman who rose to address the Township.  She expressed pleasure in noting that Supervisor Dave Schultz is much improved since his Fall accident.  
	She noted that at the Legislature she is on the Business, Industry & Jobs; Education,  Finance – Education, Budget and Policy; Finance – Transportation Budget and Policy and Transportation Committees.  The biggest task is to find more money to fund projects and do a better job of delivering health care at lower costs to the most vulnerable.  The I-94 Corridor and Transit Study was early in the Session.   
	The Senator expressed recognition of the many local groups and organizations from her district coming to the Capitol.  She wanted those in attendance this evening to know that citizen participation is very much appreciated.  

Introduction of Representative Julie Bunn
	She said that they are in middle of the Legislative session and sees that one of the greater tasks is balancing the budget.  At the moment, there are a series of budget reduction bills which will impact townships and counties and said that many of these proposed cuts affects the most vulnerable around us.
	Rep. Bunn indicated that she and Chairman Kyllo have talked over the phone about the continuing work on the siting of landfills bill in areas where the groundwater is highly sensitive to contamination.  She also continues to work with Xcel and the local fire department bonding bill which is coming out tomorrow.   There is a provision in this bill for an east metro firefighter training center which would be at the former MnDot site to save travel time.  
	The Representative also recognized the fact that she appreciates constituents visiting from the area and staying in contact as they can do a better job when they know what the issues are. 

Commissioner Gary Kriesel

	Washington County Commissioner Kriesel addressed the Township with what the County has been doing with regard to the 4 ½ million dollar budget cut.  He reiterated what the other guest speakers for the evening have been saying in that they are asking employees to do more for less.  With this in mind, they are exploring the opportunity to work with other counties to share in the delivery of services with the idea that possibly the County is exploring implementing a ½% sales tax.  He also expressed appreciation of West Lakeland’s stewardship of taxpayer money.  

Washington County Sheriff William Hutton
	Sheriff Hutton said that the 800 megahertz system was operational on March 16th. On April 6th, the Sheriff’s Communication Center opened which has the ability and equipment to respond very quickly.  He indicated that 57% of 911 calls are made by cellular phones.  The old technology of the former Communication Center did not have the capacity to handle these calls and situations with the speed and efficiency of the new system.  
	Sheriff Hutton said that budget cuts will and do affect public safety.  He said that we have his assurance that they do strive to provide excellent service to the citizens of Washington County with very dedicated employees. 

Introduction of Township Officers:
	Chairman, Daniel Kyllo welcomed all those in attendance as well as going to the polls today, despite the rain; as well as honored guests.
	
Highlights:

The Board is in the final stages of submitting the Comprehensive Plan to the Metropolitan Council which has been in process for almost a year. It’s been a back and forth activity with the Met Council.  They have established guidelines of what the Community needs to have accomplished. Mr. Kyllo would like to thank the dedicated volunteer Township Planning Commission for the work they have done on the Comprehensive Plan as they only met once a month.  He predicts that the Comp. Plan should go out to the Met. Council next month in its final form 

The MS4 (Municipal Separate Stormwater Sewer Systems) is a new federal unfunded mandate to West Lakeland Township.  One of its requirements is to inventory all culverts and holding ponds.  Mr. Kyllo said that Supervisor Ron Goette, Planning Commission member, Loren Kalal, and he went out on site to inventory all of the culverts and ponds.  After inspection, the inventory will be entered on to a map by Planning Commission Chair, Dave Dupay.  This extensive work will be in use for years.

Re-codification of the Township Ordinances – Chairman Kyllo, Township Attorney and Secretary of Planning Commission have been at work re-organizing the Code Book.  The Planning Commission has been at work on this for the past three years.  When complete, the Code Book, in its entirety, will appear on the Township website (www.westlakeland.govoffice2.com).

Census – He said that it is very important for financial reasons to complete the Census as it comes to our homes this year.  It will possibly affect district lines.

In closing, Mr. Kyllo thanked the staff for doing a lot more for less.  West Lakeland is not immune from pressures of doing more with less in keeping core services to the residents - roads, fire protection and recycling. 

Supervisor Ron Goette
	He started off by saying that he has been the road supervisor after former Chairman John McPherson retired and is in appreciation for what Mr. McPherson had done to keep the roads in such good shape for all the years he was in charge.   He is working with contractors to put out overlay and sealcoating bids early as bidding comes back very favorable for us as contractors are looking to lock in work.  Snowplowing is difficult to budget but overall it came in as budgeted.  It is always a balancing act with providing maximum quality and sticking with keeping taxes reasonably low in the Township. 

Supervisor Dave Schultz
	Thanked everyone for coming.  He acknowledged the planning commission volunteer staff stating that without them, the job would be a lot tougher. He also thanked Dave Dupay, Planning Commission Chair, who has been on the Commission for about 12 years. He also acknowledged Senator Kathy Saltzman, Representative Julie Bunn and Commission Gary Kriesel for support in the issues on siting the fly ash pit; calling attention to Dan’s time spent on the details on this issue.  Chairman Kyllo uncovered an accounting error in the gravel tax and was able to add $40,000 to the township coffers. He also stated that Supervisor Ron Goette has taken over for former Chairman John McPherson and has developed a solid 3 year plan for road care.  

Treasurer Ed Semrud
	Mr. Semrud thanked the board for its continued fiscal responsibility.  Major expenses for the year included road maintenance, fire protection, recycling and clean up day. Revenues from building permits are going down yearly, reflecting a slower pace in new housing construction

Planning Commission Chairman Dave Dupay
	Mr. Dupay thanked the Planning Commission members for their service, including the late Dr. Ray Swanson, Mr. Loren Kalal, Mr. Mark Vovata, Mr. Dale Borash, Mr. Ed Gorman, Ms. Betsy Vance and Mr. Eric Knutson.  The completion of the work on the MS4 standards, comprehensive plan, and ordinance review has saved at least $12,000 for the Township through their volunteer efforts.

Questions for the Public Officials
	Mr. Lee Richert asked if the public would be asked to fund a stadium.  Senator Saltzman noted that a stadium is not the top of the current legislative session.	
	Chairman Kyllo asked for an update on the progress of the rule making process with regards to siting of landfills.   Representative Bunn responded that the legislature is reviewing the bill, addressing the criteria for siting landfills, financial assurance and the formation of a work group to establish guidelines for landfills and industrial waste.  Additional review is underway.  Senator Saltzman added that the participation of the Friends of Washington County has been critical in bringing forward both the perspectives of the local citizens and managing the technical issues.  

	Mr. John McPherson asked about legislative mandates on local communities.  Senator Saltzman responded that the legislature has been reviewing some of these mandates and looking for ways to reduce these mandates  

	Ms. Carol Swanson asked about the need for a new prison as proposed in the bonding bill.  Representative Bunn responded that the facility is proposed for heath and human services to house violent sex offenders who have been civilly committed.  The allocation of funds is under discussion at the State Legislature.  Sheriff Hutton added that there is consideration for public safety by having alternatives for the most violent offenders 

	Mr. Vince Anderson asked where the three year road construction plan could be reviewed.  Supervisor Goette noted that it is under discussion still, and is not a formulated plan but a philosophy and direction under discussion with the board.

Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
	Supervisor Goette gave an update on the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Program.  The program, started by the Minnesota National Guard, as a way to provide grass roots support for the National Guard members and their families.  West Lakeland Township has joined with Bayport, Baytown, and Oak Park Heights in a coalition to become certified Yellow Ribbon Communities.  Commissioner Kreisel commended Senator Saltzman for her leadership in starting this initiative.  Senator Goette noted that this is a grass roots effort, and each resident should take the time to show their appreciation and support to the soldiers and their families in our community.

Water Resource Education Specialist
	Chairman Kyllo announced that the township has joined a coalition of communities in supporting the services of Ms. Angie Hong, Water Resource Education Specialist.  As part of the Metropolitan Separate Storm Water and Septic System program (MS4), the community is responsible for providing education on how to best manage surface water runoff.  Ms. Hong will aid in that effort.

Election Results
	Ms. Agrimson provided the results of the Township election.  Chairman Kyllo was re-elected to the Board of Supervisors with 76 of the 77 votes cast.   Chairman Kyllo thanks the township residents for their support and confidence.

Election Judge Compensation:
	Mr. Kalal moved to retain the current level of compensation, $7.50 per hour for the election judges, and $9.50 per hour for the head judge.  Seconded by Mr. Anderson, the motion carried.

Annual Levy for 2011
	Mr. Semrud summarized the proposed levy of $330,000 for 2011.  This is an increase of 5%.  With $308,000 being allocated to the Road and Bridge account, and the remaining $22,000 is allocated to the general fund.  This amount will allow the township to qualify for the road and bridge credit, expected to be $17,000.  Mr. Dupay moved to approve the levy of $330,000.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Kalal.
	Mr. Utecht noted that there is an implied budget behind the levy.  Mr. Anderson asked if there were any advantages to not pass a levy at this time, but to wait until the legislative session allowed more information on the coming state budget.  Chairman Kyllo responded that the impact of the changes being discussed at the federal and state level would have minimal impact on the 2011 budget year.  State statute requires that the election be held on the second Tuesday of March, hence leading to the selection of that date for the annual meeting.  The motion was carried with one nay vote.

Selection of Township Banks
	The township currently uses five local banks, one of which has been consolidated into US Bank.  Jennings Bank was purchased by Central Bank, making the number of banks being used to four.  Mr. Semrud, as treasurer, reported that the service has been satisfactory, but would like to investigate other options, such as Bremer Bank.  Mr. Richert moved to continue with the current serving banks and to authorize the treasure to investigate another option to replace the bank lost to consolidation. Seconded by Mr. Kalal, the motion carried.

Service Recognition
	Chairman Kyllo brought forward the topic of how to show the township’s appreciation to its volunteers, particularly the Planning Commission.  In past years, private donations have been used to fund a recognition dinner.  The cost normally runs approximately $500.  State statute requires a formal authorization.  Mr. Glover moved to authorize the town to continue to sponsor a volunteer recognition dinner funded by donation.  Mr. Anderson moved to amend the motion to not exceed $1,000. Seconded by Mr. Richert, the amended was added to the motion.  Seconded by Mrs. McPherson, the motion carried.

2011 Annual Meeting
	Mr. Cornell moved to hold the next annual meeting of West Lakeland Township on March 8, 2011, 8:00 PM. at the Oak-Land Jr. High School, 820 Manning Avenue Seconded by Mr. Voight, the motion carried.

Additional Business
	Clean up day is scheduled for May 22, 2010, at the Bryant Gravel Pit, from 8 AM to 3 PM.
	Mr. Vince Anderson requested the board to consider opening the agenda for agenda items from the public at the beginning of the meeting.  He is concerned that the budget and levy amount are determined in a meeting without sufficient public input. Chairman Kyllo noted the annual budget meeting is an open meeting and is posted.  It was suggested that Ms. Agrimson make a change for the next year, to allow the town to review and vote on the agenda. 

Adjourn
	Mr. Anderson moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Voight, the motion carried.  Mr. McPherson, as moderator, adjourned the meeting at 9:40 PM.

	Respectfully Submitted

						[image: signature]

						Elizabeth A. Vance
						Deputy Clerk
[image: ]                                                         
                                                                        


                                                                       John McPherson
                                                                       Moderator
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