                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

May 11, 2009                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Ron Goette, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Sue Agrimson, clerk; Matt Woodruff, township engineer; Ed Semrud, treasurer; Scott McDonald, township attorney, Duane Stensland, Building Inspector

Public Hearing, Conditional Use Permit for Stone Ridge Golf Course

Chairman Kyllo called to order a public hearing to consider an application by Dave Kloeber, Jr. Inc.  for amendment to the conditional use permit for Stone Ridge Golf Course to expand the main building and add outdoor improvements to its property in Sections 32 and 33 in West Lakeland Township.  The subject property is bounded by the north frontage road of Interstate 94 on the south and by the platted areas of Wynstone and Wynstone 2nd Addition on the north.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.   The improvements include an addition of a pavilion on the west side of the building, and add amenities to the patio on the back of the building, and add additional area for storage and refrigeration on the front of the clubhouse.  Changes to the roofline and flow of the building would not change.  The management team has consulted with the Valley Branch Watershed District, Minnesota State Department of Health, and Washington County, and no concerns have arisen.  The St. Croix Montessori School, and a neighboring property owner, had no objection to the plan.

Regular Meeting Call to Order


The regular meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by Chairman Kyllo.

Approval of Minutes


The minutes were submitted late, with insufficient time for review.  Supervisor Goette moved to table the review until the next regular meeting, Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Stone Ridge Golf course Amendment to CUP


Chairman Kyllo commented that he has visited the site, and toured with the course manager.  He believed it to be a good and appropriate addition.  Chairman Goette added that since these additions were in keeping with the original plans, it appeared to be an appropriate addition.  The terms of the conditional use permit, after review, do not change, except for the reference to the effective date of the controlling site plan.  Supervisor Goette moved to instruct Mr. McDonald to draft an amendment to the Conditional Use Permit to for signature at the next regular meeting to change the referencing site plans to those provided, documenting the additional pavilion, storage area, and patio improvements.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  The formal site plan will be submitted after approval from Washington County, and that will be the governing document.

St Croix Montessori School Request for Pavilion


Mr. Dan Rylicki, Mr. Garish Boulala, and Ms. Karen Neil, appeared before the board on behalf o the St. Croix Montessori School, 177 Neal Avenue.  The school is proposing to replace a structure previously on the farm with a pavilion built on the existing concrete pad.  The students of the school use the farm grounds to garden, tend small farm animals, and learn about nature.  The pavilion is envisioned as a meeting area, outdoor classroom, and nature center, and to provide bathroom facilities on the farm property.    The pavilion proposed is 30x40 in size, with picnic tables, some storage, and bathrooms, with a sloping roof to aid in noise abatement from I-94.  The bathroom would be serviced from the existing well and septic left from the previous structure which burned down.  Washington County has indicated that the septic is sufficient for this seasonal use.  Mr. McDonald commented that the conditional use permit last amended in November 2000, would need to be updated to reflect any change in the site plan governing the operation. A public hearing for the amendment of the conditional use permit would be required.  The board also referred the request to the planning commission for review.  Mr. Vince Anderson raised the question if the pavilion moved beyond the allowed under the current CUP allowing the farm for nature walks and environmental education.  The school would like to use the pavilion for occasional gatherings, such as the end of the year picnic.   The board recommended that the parents or staff from the Montessori school communicate with the neighboring landowners so that any issues were resolved early.  After the hearing the board will need to determine if the use is consistent with the conditional use permit, or if additional amendments should be considered.  


The board directed the clerk to provide the applications, and to schedule a hearing for the June regular meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

Mr. Semrud presented a completed report for March and the report for April 2009.  The April report showed $3,000 in revenue, and disbursements of $21,000.  The first half of the property tax payment is expected in May or early June.  Mr. Semrud noted that he had received a check from a property owner directly to the Township for property taxes.  The taxes for the parcel had also been paid by escrow.  After receiving guidance from Washington County, Mr. Semrud was directed to return the check to the taxpayer uncashed.  Supervisor Goette will be added to the signature cards at the Jennings Bank, and remove former Supervisor McPherson.   Supervisor Schultz moved to approve the report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried. 

Review and Pay Bills


As part of the invoices proposed, the clerk, Ms. Agrimson, recommended to the board that a license of Remind-Me calendar software be purchased for the deputy clerk to manage annual reviews and suspenses.  There are legal requirements to support such activities as well monitoring, MS4 permit compliance, and other activities.  The license cost is $24.95.  After discussion, the board agreed to the purchase.  Supervisor Schultz moved to authorize the expenditure and pay the invoices presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.  

Memorial


The board discussed a memorial for the late Raymond “Doc” Swanson, former chair of the planning commission.  Ms. Agrimson was directed to contact the Washington County Agricultural Society for opportunities for a memorial.

Joe Bush Ordinance Violation


The board asked for an update on the progress of resolving the ordinance violation on the part of Mr. Joe Bush.  Mr. Bush was not present at the meeting, and provided no written update.  Chairman Kyllo noted he had contacted Mr. Mergens, the neighboring landowner, and Mr. Mergens did not have any detailed discussion on the property transfer with Mr. Bush.  Chairman Kyllo moved to direct Mr. McDonald to send a letter to the landowner, in the effect that pursuant to the agreement, there was no monthly report of progress for the May meeting; the board will assume efforts to resolve the violation have been dropped, and the township will move forward with action to remove the building or bring into compliance.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Chairman of the Planning Commission


Supervisor Schultz moved to appoint Dave Dupay as Interim Chair of the Planning Commission.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.

Holiday Station store Letter of Credit

The letter of credit for the Holiday Station store is set to expire on June 1, 2009.  Mr. Woodruff had sent a letter, indicating the need to receive the final record drawings, and to ensure the applicant was aware of the deadline.   – Letter of Credit expiring on June 1, 2009. Matt sent a letter, need to get record drawings, and aware of the June 1 deadline, and will renew on that date for the reduced amount.   Matt will follow up with a phone call.             

Trees and Street Signage for Artisan Development


The board reviewed requirements for street signage in the Artisan subdivision and the placement of trees in that development within the Township right of way.  Mr. Thill expressed a desire to purchase and install the street signs himself, without using the Township to subcontract the service.  Mr. Thill believed he could do the work in a more cost effective manner, to the same standards.  The board reviewed potential suppliers and standards for sign construction and installation  Mr. Thill is proposing a mid-grade aluminum sign, with two printed panels contained in a bracket on a 2 ½ “ galvanized steel post.  Mr. Woodruff is no set standards for residential street signs.  The township ordinance does indicate the Township is responsible for installing signs, at the developer’s expense, but the board should be able to pass that obligation back to the developer by motion.  Supervisor Goette moved to allow the developer to provide and install signage subject to meeting township standards and approval. Supervisor Goette will provide that oversight.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  Mr. Thill expects to have installation completed in 3 to 4 weeks.   


A second concern is the placement of trees into the right of way.  The concern is that as the trees grow, it could interfere with the maintenance of the roadway, or cause the Township to assume maintenance of the trees.  The trees, when mature, are to have 60 feet in height, with a 40 foot spread.  Per Mr. Thill, these are determined to be boulevard appropriate trees.  There is further concern about the impact of roots over time on the stability of the roadway, and the impact of poor pruning, as done by Xcel Energy to clear the right of way.  The next issue of concern is setting a precedent to allow landscaping objects in the right of way.  There have been a number of issues in the past, resulting in the current ordinance.  Chairman Kyllo suggested each of the board members view the site.


Chairman Kyllo asked about the letter of credit.  The current line of credit is $132,000.  The cost of improvements has increased over time, so the letter of credit may not be sufficient to complete the remaining work.  The current letter of credit expires July 12th.

Sign Joint Powers Agreement establishing I-94 Corridor Commission.  

The board members signed the Joint Powers Agreement establishing the I-94 Corridor commission, discussed at the previous meeting.  

Potential Violation of Robert Lind’s Conditional Use Permit


Chairman Kyllo reported on the investigation, based on a resident complaint, of a potential violation of Mr. Robert Lind’s Conditional Use Permit.  On April 30th, there were a number of large boulders, rock, mulch and fill on the property.  It appeared that it could have been materials stored for commercial landscaping work, which would have violated the permit.  Chairman Kyllo spoke with Mr. Lind on May 8, 2009. The material present was for use on the property, to realign the slope and mulch the berm.  No business activity is evident.  It was recommended a grading permit be issued due to the size of the area being modified to realign the slope.

Sign Change Order #1 for 2009 Overlay Project 

The board members signed the change order for the 2009 overlay project to increasing the contract amount by $30,567.50.  This project change order, covering the additional bituminous overlay on Newberry Avenue from Morgan Ave. to the cul-de-sac.  The work was approved by the Board at March 2, 2009 regular meeting.

Sign Resolution for Verizon Wireless Cell Tower

The board members signed the resolution to permit Verizon Wireless to construct a cell tower.   The action was approved the May 12, 2008 regular meeting

Additional Business

The board set the date for annual gravel inspections as June 1, 2009.


Clean Up Day is scheduled for Saturday, May 3d, at Bryan Gravel Pit – 8-3 a.m.


Chairman Kyllo reported on the gravel tax reimbursement.  A full update will be provided at the next regular meeting, but there is still disagreement between the Lakeland City Council, West Lakeland, and Washington County on how far back the taxes should be reimbursed.

Adjourn


Supervisor Goette moved to adjourn the meeting at the completion of business.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Kyllo at 10:25 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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