                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

November 2, 2009                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Ron Goette, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Ryan Stempski, Township Engineer; Sue Agrimson, Township Clerk; Scott McDonald, Township Attorney; Duane Stensland, Building Inspector; Dave Dupay, Planning Commission Chair; Ed Semrud, Township Treasurer

Call to Order


Chairman Kyllo called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.

Approval of the Minutes


The minutes of Oct 12, 2009 were reviewed.  Minor corrections were made, and Supervisor Goette moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:


Mr. Semrud presented an abbreviated report for the month of October, reflecting $25,000 in receipts and $38,000 in disbursements.  Mr. Semrud noted that payment has been received for the gravel tax payment.  An updated year to date projection to budget was presented, with an overall estimate of spending $10,000 more than budgeted by the end of the year. Supervisor Schultz moved to accept the report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Goette, the motion carried.


Mr. Semrud reported on the research done on how to best replace Jennings bank.  Central back would duplicate Jennings offerings, with a slightly higher rate on the sweep account.  Other banks considered included Lake Elmo, Bremer Bank, and Wells Fargo.  There was little difference between the options.  Central Bank was the only bank that would offer the automatic sweep.  Mr. Semrud recommended staying with Central, as the most transparent, least disruptive option, with terms that are equal to or better than the other banks considered.  Supervisor Goette suggested watching the transactions process for another month before making a firm decision, but supported Mr. Semrud’s recommendations subject to the review of additional charges.


Mr. Semrud noted that new signature cards are needed, and presented a new banking resolution for signature.  


Review and Pay Bills


Supervisor Schultz moved, seconded by Supervisor Goette, to pay the invoices presented.  

Artisan Development, Letter of Credit


The letter of credit for the Artisan Development is due to expire on November 25, 2009.  Mr. Stempski gave an update on the status of the work, and the communication with the developer.  Signage is to go up the first week of November, and when meeting on the sign locations, will review the status of the tree removal.  The wear course is set to be applied next season.  Mr. Stempski recommended the letter of credit be renewed for one more year.  Mr. Stempski spoke to Mr. Thill, who indicated that an extension request is in process.  However, since the letter is due to expire before the next regular meeting, Supervisor Goette moved to authorize the Chairman to sign a document to draw the remaining balance of the letter of credit if an extension is not received by November 20, 2009.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Neighborhood Watch Signs for Emerald Highlands Neighborhood


Supervisor Goette reported that the request was received as an application for a sign permit, and researched the request.  The program is a national program, and started in this neighborhood based on a number of vehicle break-ins.  He did note to the neighborhood representatives that the signs are not to be put on the stop signs or other traffic control signs.  Supervisor Goette suggested the signs be allowed, but not on the stop signs.  Chairman Kyllo moved to authorize the signs, subject to be placed a minimum of 5 feet from the curb, the signs are not on existing traffic control signs, and the appropriate utility checks be completed, with no fee assessed at this time.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Resolution to Adopt by reference rules and performance standards of Valley Branch Watershed District and the Middle St Croix Water Management Organization 


Mr. McDonald presented the draft resolution and attachments to adopt by reference the WMO standards, except when the area is managed by the Valley Branch Watershed District as authorized at the September 2009 regular meeting.  The attachments were not clarified at that time.

Draft Comprehensive Plan


Mr. Dave Dupay provided an update on the resubmission of the draft comprehensive plan for the Metropolitan Council.  The cover letter detailed how each of the concerns raised in the initial review were addressed.  

MS4 Permit and Compliance


Chairman Kyllo noted that the culvert and pond inspections are complete, and he will compile the complete results for the December regular meeting.  From that review, a priority list of work will be put together for cleaning and maintenance.  


The board discussed possible compensation for the building inspector for the additional inspections generated by MS4 performance standards.  The schedule for compensation, and methods of managing the inspections and costs to the township was referred to the planning commission.  Mr. Dupay also suggested that Mr. Stensland be sent to an erosion specialist certification course

Draft Resolution to authorize an exception to allow a Mobile Home as a Temporary Residence


The request by Mark and Yvette Heintz to allow the use of a mobile home as temporary residence while rebuilding after their home was destroyed by fire resulted in a recommended change to the ordinance at the September regular meeting.  In reviewing the draft resolution adopting the change, it was suggested it be adopted, with the intent to publish with the recodification of the ordinances.  Supervisor Goette moved to adopt the draft as reviewed with a publication date pending.   Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Washington County Sheriff Response Times


As a result of the recent home fires, the board requested and reviewed the call times from the Washington County emergency response system.   Based on the review of the data appear to be appropriate.  The difference in the response time on Hudson road, which was not a total loss, was the extent of the fire at the time of dispatch.  The board did not feel the need to pursue this issue further.

Ordinance Violation, Roger Young


Mr. McDonald reported a court date has been scheduled for December 11, 2009, and has notified Mr. Young’s attorney of the date.  

Ordinance Violation, Joe Busch


The foreclosure process is still pending, expecting to not be completed for a few more months.  Board action is pending completion of the foreclosure.

Additional Business


Santa is to arrive at 5:00 PM on December 14th, prior to the regular town board meeting.


Supervisor Goette and Supervisor Schultz will be meeting with Mr. Thill in regards to signs and trees for Artisan on November 6th.

Adjourn


Having no further business, Supervisor Goette moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion passed.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:34 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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