

      WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING

March 12, 2013                                8:00 p.m.                         Oak-Land Jr. High Cafeteria
Call to Order and Appointment of Moderator for the Meeting
The Clerk of the Township, Ms. Susan Agrimson, called the Annual Meeting to order at 8:03 p.m.  The first order of business was to appoint the moderator for the evening.  Mr. Gary Horning made a motion to nominate Mr. John McPherson as the moderator.  Duly seconded by Mr. Joe Puppin, the motion carried.

Reading of Minutes from Last Year’s Annual Meeting

The Clerk of the Township presented the minutes of last year’s meeting, March 12, 2012. Ms. Joan Newman made a motion to accept the minutes as read.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Harriet McPherson.  The motion carried. 
Reading of Board of Audit Report


The Clerk of the Township stated that the Board of Audit Report held on March 5, 2013 showed that all of the randomly selected claims, receipts and interest received were found to be accurate and true.  Mr. Phil Sanders made a motion to accept the Audit Report as posted.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Leo Richert.  The motion carried. 
Introduction of Commissioner Gary Kriesel
Commissioner Kriesel stated that they will be honoring Mr. Bill Nelson of the Baytown Town Board after 30 years of service. 
He said that he is working with the West Lakeland Town Board as they continue to address the safety issues, maintenance and possible grant monies for 22nd Street.   Also being addressed is the safety along the Manning Avenue Corridor. The upcoming study, which will encompass Highway 5 all the way down to I94, will be the topic of discussion for upcoming public input meetings.   Corridor Park and Rides will also be discussed in 2014.  
During the Q & A segment, resident Gary Horning asked how the aquifers are doing generally in Washington County and whether any wells are going dry.  He wondered what is being done on the local level vs. involvement of the Metropolitan Council.   Mr. Kriesel said that it is coming from the various watershed levels.  He stated that he will bring this issue to the County Commissioners as he said that we wouldn’t want to be behind the eight ball similar to the White Bear Lake issues.  
Questions of concerns were fielded from some residents as to a youth group home recently located in West Lakeland Township.  He said that the youth placed in this home are non-violent and non-criminal and are from Washington County and temporarily reside there to help them learn to cope with life’s issues that go beyond what parents and foster care system can offer.  It is not a lock down facility.  Commissioner Kriesel indicated that he will be meeting with County Community Services at 1:30 p.m. tomorrow to work out how the community is informed of homes of this nature being placed in within the County neighborhoods.  

He closed by praising Rep. Kathy Lohmer for all she has done to keep Governor Dayton involved with the issues facing our constituents. 
Introduction of Sergeant Tom Stafford (Washington Co. Sheriff’s Dept.) 


Sergeant Stafford began by saying that Sheriff Hutton was unable to come before the residents this evening.  He has been with the Department for 21 years, working in all departments and had spent four years with the old narcotic squad.  He said that generally the ICR’s are up.  There is a higher call volume as the use of cell phones makes it easier to make calls to the Sheriff’s Department, which could explain the increase in calls. 

A challenge before them is keeping up with the latest technology available to law enforcement.  Currently, they are looking at computers to be available in all squad cars.  The Department is also transitioning from the Crown Vic squad cars to newer models. 


He explained the CodeRed system that is now active in the County is of great benefit in emergency or dangerous situations wherein a specific, isolated area of residents can be instantly notified for their precaution and safety.  They extract resident contact information from a 911 call list, white pages and CodeRed.  Residents may sign up to receive CodeRed notifications by email, phone message or text in the event of an impending dangerous situation.  The West Lakeland Township website does have a link to this valuable notification system.   Sergeant Stafford did say that it is important when signing up to use the geographical address.  

In closing, he did say that citizens can gather a lot of information about the Sheriff’s Department from the Washington County website--www.co.washington.co.mn.  
Introduction of the Town Board


Mr. McPherson introduced the Town Board and staff.

Supervisor Dave Schultz


Supervisor Schultz thanked the residents for attending and being concerned with the governance of the Township.  He also thanked the staff and recognized the volunteer service of Mr. Dave Dupay and the other members of the planning commission.


Supervisor Schultz noted his areas of responsibility include transportation; and as such, represents the Township on the Gateway Corridor Technical Advisory Committee and is an alternative member for the Gateway Corridor Commission.  The advisory committee develops the technical details needed to implement the programs recommended by the policy committee. The Gateway Corridor Commission includes the municipalities from Minneapolis to Eau Claire and Metropolitan and State Transportation agencies.


Supervisor Schultz provided an update of the status of road maintenance within the Township.  In the past year, repair work included the reclaim of O’Ryan Trail and partnering with Lake Elmo to seal coat roads at a lower cost.  The repair of 22nd Street is also under review.  


Supervisor Schultz also represents the Township with regard to the development and projected use of the Lake Elmo Airport.  There are long term plans to replace a runway which will be preceded by public hearings and review. 


Mr. Ron Goette noted that there is not a specific account for the repair of 22nd Street; but the Township is building a surplus in the Road and Bridge Account in anticipation of that work.  


Mr. Ray Stevens asked about speed limit signs on 22nd Street.  The State is responsible for setting speed limits, but the Township can review any past records.  A speed study was done on Neal Avenue and the speed will be posted at 45 MPH between 20th and 30th Streets.
Supervisor Steven Ebner

Supervisor Ebner represents the Township on the Washington County Local Government Administrators’ Committee.  This is an informative organization where information on directions being taken by the County can impact local municipalities.  Recently discussions involved the 2013 Washington County Comprehensive Plan and 2012 property tax calculations.  Supervisor Ebner also represents West Lakeland at the Lower St. Croix Alliance.  This focuses on cooperative activities among the communities in the Lower St. Croix area.  In the past year, focus has included, among others, 2014 Stillwater District 834 strategic road map and the St Croix River Crossing.

Supervisor Ebner is also the weed inspector.  The current list of noxious weeds for eradication includes 11 weeds, with an additional 10 identified as weeds to be controlled.  His additional responsibilities include representation on the Washington County Recycling Performance Scorecard Committee, the Gateway Corridor Commission and liaison to the Township Planning Commission.

Chairman Dan Kyllo


Chairman Kyllo welcomed the residents to the meeting, and presented the “State of the Township.”  Over the past ten years, Township receipts have mapped very closely to expenses.  For the past two years, expenses have exceeded revenues due to unexpected road repairs, plowing requirements and the contract for fire and emergency services.  Receipts from outside revenue apart from property tax collections declined beginning in 2008.   Expenses have been gradually outpacing revenues, particularly for snow plowing services and road maintenance; bringing the balance in the General Fund from a peak of $1.3 Million in 2005 to the present $1.08 million.  


Chairman Kyllo noted the comparison of the tax rate between West Lakeland and neighboring communities, noting that West Lakeland has the lowest tax rate.  Chairman Kyllo noted the board was proposing a levy of $450,000, the same as the previous year, but that may need to change if the trend of increasing expenses and reductions in outside revenues continue.

Treasurer’s Report

Ms. Olson presented the treasurer’s report.  At the end of 2012, the Township receipts for the year were approximately $760,000.  Expenditures for the year were about $637,000.  Ending balance of West Lakeland assets at the end of 2012 was $1,212,000.
Planning Commission

Mr. Dave Dupay, Planning Commission Chairman, presented the report for the Planning Commission.  In the past year, the planning commission completed the comprehensive plan, and is working on revisions of applications and other supporting documentation.
Election Results

The election for Township Supervisor had 66 ballots cast.  64 of the ballots cast were for Mr. Kyllo.

Election Judge Compensation

Mr. Gary Horning moved to set election judge compensation to $7.50 per hour, and $9.50 per hour or the head judge.  Seconded by Mr. Joe Incremona, the motion carried.
Tax Levy


Mr. Tom Voigt moved to approval a levy of $450,000.  Seconded by Mr. Ron Goette, the motion carried.

Township Banks


The township is proposing to increase the list of approved banking institutions for the Township.  The expanded list will allow for more surety of the funds and a wider range of  investment opportunities.  The recommended list includes Citizens Community Federal, Lake Area Bank, US Bank, Bremer Bank, Central Bank, First State Bank of Bayport, and Lake Elmo Bank.  Mr. Ron Goette moved to approve the list.  Seconded by Mr. Leo Ritchert, the motion carried.
Next Annual Meeting

Mr. Bill Sanders moved to conduct the next annual meeting on March 11, 2014, at 8:00 PM at the Oakland Jr. High School, with the Township election to be held March 11, 2014 from 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  Seconded by Tom Biebau, the motion carried.

General Discussion


The board announced that cleanup day is scheduled for May 4, 2013 at Bryant Gravel from 8 a.m. to noon.


Mr. Joe Pupin asked about the disposal site for the Xcel Energy fly ash.  Legislation was approved that prohibited siting a fly ash disposal site near karst formations, fractured bedrock, or soils subject to rapid saturation.  As a result, the sites proposed in West Lakeland are not suitable sites.


Mr. Randy West asked about drainage and snow removal.  Flooding and ice have hampered mail delivery and is causing vehicles to get stuck.  The drainage at his cul-de-sac is limited, so the excessive snow and melt is interfering with his driveway.  Supervisor Schultz will discuss the issue with the contractor responsible for snow removal.

Mr. Mike Biebel asked about the increase in the fire contract.  Chairman Kyllo explained how the fair share allocation of costs were distributed among the four communities that participate in the Bayport Fire Department.  The increase is due to increasing costs, training and equipment.  Previously, equipment had been provided by Anderson Corporation and Anderson is no longer able to provide that level of support.  
Adjourn


Having no further business, Mr. Tom Voigt moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Leo Ritchert, the motion carried.  Mr. McPherson adjourned the meeting at 9:54 PM.








Respectfully Submitted,
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Town Clerk
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