                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

August 12, 2013                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Steven Ebner, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Mr. Scott McDonald, Attorney; Mr. Ryan Stempski, Township Engineer; Ms. Marsha Olson, Treasurer; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk; Mr. Duane Stensland, Building Inspector, Mr. Dave Dupay, Planning Commission

Public Hearing for a Request for Variance to Allow an Accessory Structure in Front of the Residence.


Chairman Kyllo called to order the  public hearing concerning the request for variance by Mr. William Bengston, 1650 Overlook Trail North, to build an accessory structure in front of the primary residence at 7:05 PM.  Mr. Bengston noted that the structure cannot be placed behind the house because access from the north is blocked by drainage swales and the location of the well.  Access from the south side is limited by the location of the septic field and septic tanks.  When the house was sited on the lot, the ordinance was not in place that would have restricted the site locations for the accessory building, but it was intended as a future addition.  The slope and drainage limit the options when siting the accessory structure.  The proposed location noted on the site plan is determined to be the most feasible location.  The building would be finished to complement the house. 

Mr. Dupay reported the results of the planning commission review.   The practical difficulties caused by the lot width, the location of the well and septic, and the steep slopes do limit the ability to comply with the constraints of the ordinance.  The planning commission recommended approval of the variance with the conditions that a survey be done to verify the southeast corner of the new structure be 150 feet from the east property line and that the structure is at least 25 feet from the south property line, and that the building should be built in accordance with the plans submitted.

Supervisor Schultz asked about screening for the new structure.  There are a number of existing trees on the lot line, and the neighbor’s garage faces the lot line.  Mr. Bengston noted he intends to add more trees to the lot line.  Supervisor Ebner verified the size of the proposed structure, as 34 x 24, with the height and pitch matching the house.


Mr. Todd Fisher, 1570 Overlook Trail, has no issues with the request. Having no further comments, Chairman Kyllo closed the public hearing at 7:21.
Call to Order

The regular meeting of the West Lakeland Board of Supervisors was called to order at 7:21 PM.

Request for Variance, William Bengston, 1650 Overlook Trail North


The board reviewed the site proposal, the practical difficulties presented.  Chairman Kyllo moved to approve the variance and direct a resolution to record the approval of the request based upon the practical difficulties caused by the location of the well, the swale on the north of the house, and the location of the septic field and septic tanks and that the main residence was located prior to this ordinance subject to the conditions that the building is to be no closer than 150 feet from the right of way to the east, the location be surveyed and staked, the site be screened and the building be constructed according to the plans presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.
Honor Loren Kalal

The board recognized Mr. Loren Kalal, as he completes his longstanding service for West Lakeland Township.  Mr. Kalal has served on the planning commission for over 40 years, and has acted as the planning commission historian, bringing context to many township issues.

Approval of the Minutes

Supervisor Ebner moved to approve the minutes of the July 2013 meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report

Ms. Olson presented the treasurer’s report, reflecting $250,000 in receipts and $55,000 in expenses.  Supervisor Schultz moved to accept the report.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Ms. Agrimson requested the board consider a prepayment for the replacement of CTAS.  If there are enough interested parties, the code will be modified to ensure ongoing compliance.  If there are not enough funds raised, the payment will be returned.  Chairman Kyllo moved to authorize the payment.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner the motion carried.  Chairman Schultz presented an invoice from M&S Tree Service for services rendered.  Chairman Kyllo moved to authorize the payment.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner the motion carried.
Approve and Pay Invoices


Supervisor Ebner moved to pay the invoices presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Rezoning Review

Chairman Kyllo reported on the results of a special meeting to discuss rezoning and selection of a planner to guide the process.  Mr Ben Gozola, MFRA, was accepted at that meeting as the contract planner.  Mr. McDonald recommended some changes or clarifications to the contract agreement with Mr. Gozola with regards to limits on liability.  An additional special meeting was scheduled.

Stillwater Township Roundtable

Stillwater Township will be hosting a round table on September 10th with other interested townships to discuss issues and concerns such as road maintenance, commercial planning, and watershed.  The board agreed to attend if schedules permit.

Data Information Requests

It has been recommended as a result of the legal review in response to the Norah annexation request, that the board establish a policy on requests for data information and data privacy.  Chairman Kyllo will investigate what other similar municipalities may have as policy in this area.

Quant Avenue Culvert


A resident brought to the board’s attention the need for repair for the culvert on Quant Avenue.  There is significant damage from earlier summer storms.   The culvert is also rusting, and is currently blocked.  Two options for repair were considered. The first is replacing the pipe on the south bank and replace fill on both ends of the culvert.  The second more costly option is to cut the pavement, replace the entire pipe, and rebuild the banks, road and curb.  Adding fill will trigger Middle St Croix Water Management Organization review.  Mr. Dupay will get an estimate of fill required. Chairman Kyllo will get a second bid for repair.

Recycling Incentive Grant from Washington County


West Lakeland has received a grant for a recycling project for organic recycling.  An education session on how to do composting, and providing limited composting equipment is under review.  This would be a pilot program for Washington County.  This would count in the Township’s recycling scorecard, and meet state requirements.

Special Well Advisory Area Ordinance.


The Minnesota Department of Health has proposed changes to the special well advisory area ordinance, Section 14 of the West Lakeland Town Code.  The lower levels triggering inspection has some concern on the part of the board. Chairman Kyllo would like clarification of the recommended limit and the required limit for testing.  The board would prefer to recommend more frequent testing, rather than require the testing.  Supervisor Ebner has additional concerns that the requirements are not uniform, based upon when the home was constructed.  Supervisor Ebner will contact MDH for further clarification.
Additional Business


Supervisor Schultz asked about the payment in lieu of taxes received by the township for the DNR land located in West Lakeland Township.  Ms. Agrimson was asked to see if an itemization of the County’s allocation of those funds was available.


There will be an update from the Manning Avenue Corridor commission on September 12.


The draft resolution for the Bryan Rock Conditional Use Permit was circulated for comment.  Ms. Agrimson was directed to contact Bryan Rock for additional information on the slopes and benches proposed in the reclamation plan and the technical data on the flocculants.


West Lakeland potential businesses without home occupations was tabled until the next meeting.

The Builders Association of the Twin Cities has requested building permit fees information.  Mr. McDonald was directed to draft a response indicating the fees are under review.


The Bayport Fire Department is hosting a dinner September 20th for local government officials, recognizing 125 years of service by the Department.  

Adjourn


With no further business, Supervisor Schultz moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 10:05 PM.

Respectfully Submitted
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