

                                         WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                     Regular Meeting

       December 10, 2012                       7:30 p.m.                     Oak-Land Jr. High 

Present: Chairman Dan Kyllo; Supervisor Dave Schultz; Supervisor Steve Ebner, Susan Agrimson, Town Clerk; Marsha Olson, Treasurer; Scott McDonald, Township Attorney; David Dupay, Planning Commission Chair.
Public Hearing – To consider an application by Gustave Thill, the agent for the  owner of Lot 13, Block 1, Artisan and Nathan Landucci, the agent for the owner of Lot 12, Block l, Artisan in West Lakeland Township for vacation of a portion of the drainage and utility easement along the common lot line between the two lots. 


Chairman Kyllo called the public hearing to order.  Gustave approached the Board by explaining the reason for the utility easement vacation request with the presentation of a survey.  The potential buyer’s proposed home would intersect the two lots.  The area that would be involved in the construction of the home is deemed fully buildable with a minimum building cost of $2.5 mil.  Mr. Thill maintained that the combination of Lots 12 and 13 meet the minimum acreage standards with the vacation of the drainage and utility easements.  

There were no comments from the public.


Dave Dupay, Chairman of Planning Commission made mention that the Town Attorney, Scott McDonald, would have to draft a Developer’s  Agreement showing the combination of the two lots into a single lot.  Attorney McDonald stated that there would not need to be a replat of the proposed variance request.  Cornerstone Surveyors working with Mr. Thill don’t anticipate any problems with Mr. McDonald’s suggestion.  Planning Commission member Brian Krafthefer stated that if there were more than one acre graded, the Valley Branch Watershed would have to be notified. Mr. Thill assured the Board that amount of grading will not be necessary with the home construction.  

Mr. Dupay also said that the vacation of easements will not affect any of the ponding in the Artisan development.   Mr. Thill indicated that the ponding delineation setback won’t be impacted. Mr. McDonald assured the Board that easement vacations of this nature are typically not controversial.  Mr. Thill indicated that the involved parties would like to close before the Christmas holiday season. The public hearing was closed at 7:46 p.m.
Call to Order


The December 2012 regular meeting of the West Lakeland Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Kyllo at 7:46 p.m. 

Discussion of Thill/Landucci vacation of portions of drainage and utility easements in the Artisan development

Supervisor Dave Schultz made a motion that the purpose of the vacation is to facilitate the combination of Lots 12 and 13, Block 1, Artisan into one parcel and the applicants agree to combine the two lots as one building site contingent upon the vacation.  The motion seconded by Supervisor Kyllo, carried.
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This motion was amended by Supervisor Schultz stating that the vacation of the drainage and utility easements would become effective upon the Clerk preparing a Notice of Completion of Vacation and filing the Notice with the Washington County Auditor. The motion second by Supervisor Ebner carried. 
Supervisor Schultz moved to authorize Attorney McDonald to draft a Developer’s Agreement and giving Chairman Kyllo the authority to sign if necessary before the next meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner.  Motion carried. 
Approval of Minutes


Supervisor Schultz moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report


Ms. Olson presented the report reflecting $27,395 in receipts  and $29,000 in expenses. Supervisor Schultz moved to approve the report.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner.  The motion carried.

Review and Pay Invoices 


Prior to signing the invoices as presented, the Board decided to present a gift certificate from the Lake Elmo Inn ($100) to Guy Glover for generously giving of his time to serve as Santa at the Holiday Open House this evening.


Supervisor Schultz(Township Road Supervisor) informed the Board that he brought in 100 pounds of aluminum worth $58.86 to Great Northern Metal Recycling in St. Paul for old street signs, etc.  He said that he deducted that amount from his check.  


Treasurer Olson said that the Board needs to put their expenses on one voucher and payroll information on another which makes for ease in her accounting process.  

Supervisor Schultz made a motion to pay the bills which includes the gift to “Santa”.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner.  The motion carried.
Duane Downey(Rose City Signs)


Mr. Downey approached the Board asking for a permit to attach  “enter”, “exit” and an illuminated “car wash” signs to the exterior of the new Holiday Stationstore car wash.  The “enter” and “exit”  signs where part of the original approval of the car wash.  However, the sign for “car wash” wasn’t.  Chairman Kyllo stated that the strict interpretation of the Ordinance indicates that a sign of the dimension stated(7’ x 5’) would not be allowed.  Mr. Downey asked if the sign were in compliance with the standards in the Highway Commercial part of the Ordinance that allowed 10 square feet if that would be acceptable? The Board stated that it would be.  Mr. Downey stated he would go back to Holiday to work on the allowable dimensions of the signage request.
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Robert O’Geay Variance Request for Setback Variance for Proposed Outbuilding

Mr. O’Geay presented a Certificate of Survey showing that his proposed accessory building could not be placed in his backyard.  He had been to the Planning Commission a while ago as there were neighborhood complaints on the original placement of the building.  The closest neighbor, Mr. Yanish, stated that the 10 foot setback from the side property line would be beneficial to both of them and a suitable compromise.  Mr. O’Geay stated that he would be placing some trees to screen the building as much as possible.  Supervisor Schultz thought that arborvitaes would be a good choice.   With the change from the original plan for the outbuilding, it requires the placement of the building to be closer to the road than the residence which is not allowed  by Code.  The Planning Commission stated that everything that they requested was addressed.

A Public Hearing for this variance request is scheduled for Monday, January 14th.  The Board authorized Attorney McDonald to draw up a Public Notice for this hearing.  
Lowering the Speed Limit on Neal Avenue between 20th  and 30th Streets to 45 MPH from 55 MPH 


Chairman Kyllo stated he was contacted by MnDot to see if West Lakeland was going through with their request to lower the speed limit in the area mentioned.  He said that if we don’t put this to rest by the end of the year it would be a dead topic.  Mr. Gustave Thill, developer of the Artisan located on this part of Neal indicated that he has experienced issues related to his development as cars are coming up to the grade from the entrance on Neal Avenue which has quite a bit of vegetation.  


Supervisor Schultz said that the signs showing the new speed limit will be put up at both the north and south ends of Neal in the Spring but we should communicate with MnDot that the Board will be doing this.  Mr. Thill said that he has four sign posts that he could donate to the project.   


With no further discussion, Supervisor Ebner made a motion to decrease the speed limit on Neal Avenue between 20th and 30th Streets from 55 to 45 and that MnDot would be contacted immediately with the Board’s decision .  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz.  The motion carried.


Another motion was made by Supervisor Schultz to authorize Attorney McDonald to draw up a Resolution stating the facts from previous motion.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner.  The motion carried.   
Recycling Contract


The Board reviewed the minutes as presented by the Town Clerk from the November 29th meeting the Board had with Waste Management discussing the expiring Recycling Contract.  
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The Board then went over the draft Recycling Contract as submitted by Waste Management.  Attorney noted a typo in General Provision #20.  

With no further discussion, Supervisor Ebner made a motion to approve and sign the curbside recycling agreement with Waste Management for a two year extension. Seconded by Supervisor Schultz.  The motion carried.


At the meeting this evening were the owners of the Troje’s trash pick up service who also perform recycling services.  They explained who and what they were and wanted the Board to be aware of their company and the recycling services they could provide the Township and would appreciate being considered the next time the Board looks at the recycling contract.


Bayport Fire Department 2013 Contract for Services


Clerk Agrimson noted that she received communication from the City of Bayport that our fire contract for 2013 is in the amount of $72,807.00 which is $10,000 from what we budgeted.  When the Fire Department was in a couple of months ago,  the Fire Chief mentioned increased training costs, new equipment and the addition of the 800 MHz radios that needed to be purchased.  Chairman Kyllo said that he would talk to Chairman Kent Grandlienard of Baytown Township about rising costs of fire protection.  He would report back at the January meeting.       
Hillcrest Animal Hospital Contract


The Board reviewed the contract as submitted by Hillcrest(the impound facility for West Lakeland).  There will be some increase for services.  Apparently, the rates have not increased for a number of years.  


Chairman Kyllo made a motion to sign the new contract with Hillcrest Animal Hospital.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz.  The motion carried.  


Clerk Agrimson was advised to pull Kathi Pelnar’s (Animal Control Officer) contract to see if the $75 township fee collected for each impound is sufficient to offset the costs of animal control services.  

Frank Ticknor(Engineer –TKDA) Updates


Engineer Ticknor said that he and Supervisor Schultz wanted to keep seal coat costs consistent from 2012 for 2013.  They have done a review of streets that will be in need of seal coating this summer.  

Chairman Kyllo said he wants the CIP to include work on  27th Street and Manning which have two 6’ culverts that are caving in.  There also appears that an 18th Street culvert is sitting  in a hole collecting debris.  Mr. Schultz  also stated that we should add Nordic to Nolan on CIP as well as Nordic south of 10th Street.   

Mr. Kyllo also stated that the bill from Bob Lind came in at $1400 which is considerably less than what was anticipated for culvert excavations.
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Resolution adopting the Washington County All-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

This Resolution was presented by Clerk Agrimson and was signed by Chairman Kyllo with instructions to send it back to Washington County.

Other Business


Supervisor Ebner said that there are new drafts for the Special Conditions and Home Occupation Interim Use applications that the Planning Commission has been working on.  They will be meeting again on January 8th.  


Chairman Kyllo mentioned the upcoming 2014 budget workshop.  He said that it would have to be before February 12th or after 22nd.  

Adjourn:
With no further business, Supervisor Ebner moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz.  The motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 10:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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Susan Agrimson
Town Clerk
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