                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

January 14, 2013                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman  Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Steven Ebner, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Mr. Frank Ticknor, Township Engineer; Ms. Marsha Olson, Township Treasurer; Mr. Scott McDonald, Township Attorney; Mr. Dave Dupay, Planning Commission Chair; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk, was absent from the meeting.
Public Hearing – To Consider application by Robert O’Geay, 1430 Neal Avenue, for a variance to allow construction of an accessory building set back 10 feet from the side property line (25 feet required by code), and set closer to the road than the residence.

Chairman Kyllo called the public hearing to order at 7:00 PM. Mr. O’Geay explained that he wanted an accessory building to park his cars, trailers, etc. under cover.  Locating the building behind the house would be difficult because of the existing steep slope.  Using the side yard for the building or to access the rear would not be feasible because of the location of the septic system.  The well is located to the north of the house.  Mr. O’Geay and Mr. Yannish, the nearest neighbor, met to agree on a location  that was best suited to both parties, with the assumption that the only possible building site would be in front of the house.  The agreed location was within the setback on the side yard, but provided the least disruptive view for Mr. and Mrs. Yannish.  Mr. O’Geay noted that the proposed building was not a pole barn, but a stick frame construction finished to match the exterior of the existing house.  There is no intention to create any additional access points, but to access the proposed building from the existing driveway.  

Mr. Dave Dupay presented the planning commission recommendations to the Board.  It was noted that the time the house was built, the side yard setback requirement was only 10 feet.  The resulting location was agreed upon by the resident and the neighboring landowner.  The concern was sufficient screening, and having the building located as far as possible to the west.  Stakes were located by survey on the property and the building location platted on the survey.  The planning commission voted to recommend support of the variances and the proposed location based upon the lack of a suitable building site behind the home, and the compromised location within the setback was a better location for all parties impacted.  The recommendation was contingent upon removing the existing shed, building at the site as indicated on the survey, allowing no outside storage, construction of the building to match the house with a height to not exceed the existing garage, screening to the north, and retaining the existing trees along the lot line.

Ms. Diane Milbreck of Neal Avenue, did not support the request, and the buyer should have been aware that there was no room for outbuildings.  Mr. Yannish, Neal Avenue, as the closest neighbor to the proposed structure, was not in support of the original request, but can support the proposed location with sufficient screening.  Ms. Sylvia Zinn, Neal Avenue Ct,  and Mr. Steve Rolf, Neal Avenue Ct, raised concern of future commercial use.  Mr. O’Geay noted that was not his intent, and agreed that he would not operate any commercial activity on the site.  The board noted that there was no request for a home occupation permit, and any future commercial use would require such approval.  


Supervisor Ebner noted that the building location appeared to be the most appropriate.  He appreciated the cooperative solution agreed upon between Mr. O’Geay and Mr. Yannish.  Supervisor Schultz noted that he thought there was sufficient hardship for the variance for the building location.  Chairman Kyllo closed the public hearing at 8:02 PM.

Call to Order

The January 2013 regular meeting of the West Lakeland Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Kyllo at 8:05 PM.

Request for Variance, O’Geay Accessory Building


After discussion of the request, Chairman Kyllo moved to direct Mr. McDonald to draft a resolution documenting approval for the request for variance to the location of the accessory building closer to the road than the primary residence and the request for variance to allow a 10’ side setback based upon the practical difficulties resulting from the location of the septic system in the back and side of the house, the steep slopes surrounding the house on the back and sides of the property, and the location of the well on the north side of the house.  The selected location with the 10 foot side setback provides the best accommodation for the residents and the neighbors.  The approval is granted on the condition that the existing shed will be removed, the building will be located as documented in the survey placed on file with the clerk, the building will match the exterior of the house, the height will be no higher than the existing garage, appropriate screening will be provided by 10 ft trees to fill in the screening within three years, that the building is for personal use, and no commercial application will be considered, there will be no outside storage of personal property and no additional outbuildings will be constructed on the lot.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Approval of the Minutes


Chairman Kyllo moved to approve the minutes of the December 2012 meeting with minor corrections.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report


Ms. Olson presented the report for December 2012, reflecting $212,000 in receipts and $27,000 in disbursements.  The primary source of receipts was the property tax levy. Primary disbursements were for street repair.  Supervisor Ebner moved to accept the report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  Ms. Olson was directed to begin a search for additional banking institutions to be presented at the annual town meeting for approval.
Review and Pay Invoices

Supervisor Schultz moved to pay the invoices as presented, including a request for reimbursement for Mr. Duane Stensland to attend for recertification a Construction Site Management Workshop.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.  

Artisan


The board reviewed the resolution vacating the drainage and utility easements on portions of Lots 12 and 13, Block 1, Artisan that was approved at the December 10, 2012 Board meeting.  Mr. McDonald provided the resolution for signature along with an updated copy of the development agreement.  

Contract with City of Bayport for Fire Production


Chairman Kyllo reported back on a discussion on cooperative fire expenses.  The Bayport Fire Chief, Mr. Mark Swenson, is also willing to discussion ways to improve costs and services.  The board will continue meeting to discuss opportunities.  Supervisor Ebner moved to authorize signature of the contract.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.

Home Occupation Permit and Home Occupation Interim Use Permit Application 


Mr. Brian Kraftefer took the lead in updating the application for home occupation permit and Supervisor Ebner generated the home occupation use permit application.  Minor corrections were recommended.  

Animal Control Contract


A review of the animal control contract and the associated township fees were tabled pending additional information, and an invitation for Ms. Pelner to meet with the board.  The agreement with Hillcrest Animal Hospital for impounding animals was signed based upon the agreed fee structure discussed at the December 2012 meeting.

Engineering Update

Mr. Frank Ticknor gave an update on the following items:

27th Street and Manning Avenue Culverts  will be reviewed in the spring to determine what additional repairs will be required.  Supervisor Schultz noted that Nolan Avenue near Greenwood Trail might also need repair.

The 2013-2015 draft capital improvement plan was presented for review.  The aim is to keep construction costs constant year on year.  The board will work on coordinating for a joint proposal for repair with neighboring communities again for 2013.

Additional Business

Chairman Kyllo provided an update on the request by the property owner to detach from Lakeland and annex into West Lakeland.  West Lakeland has no decision making authority in the matter.  A secondary hearing has been scheduled.  The board is not in support of the request.


The board reviewed and signed the resolution showing intent to lower the speed on Neal Avenue between 20th and 30th street to 45 MPH as recommended by MnDoT.  MnDoT has already been notified of the intent.

The board budget workshop was targeted for February 5, 2013 at 9:00 AM.


Supervisor Ebner brought forward the desire to integrate changes with the town code and approve an updated document.  Work will begin on that effort.


Ms. Agrimson prepared a listing of home occupation permits.  It was recommended that a letter be sent to permit holders to determine which are still active.

Mr. Kraftefer, as part of the County Committee on Emergency Preparedness, offered to bring information from that committee to the town board.

Ms. Agrimson was asked to put the purchase of a projector on the agenda for the next meeting.
Adjourn


Having no further business, Supervisor Schultz moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried. Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:41 PM.

Respectfully Submitted
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