                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

November 11, 2013                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Steven Ebner, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Mr. Scott McDonald, Attorney; Ms. Marsha Olson, Treasurer; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk; Mr. Duane Stensland, Building Inspector, Mr. Dave Dupay, Planning Commission

Public Hearing 


Chairman Kyllo called to order the public hearing to review the request for variance from Nicole Cherry, 1701 Olene Ave N, to allow construction of a deck set closer to the side lot line than the required 25 foot setback.  The proposed structure is 18’ 8” from the south property line.  Ms. Cherry outlined her request for the board, indicating that the current existing structure is already within the setback, 16’9” from the south property line. When the house was built in 1991, it was built to the then standard 10’ setback.  The house is already a nonconforming structure, and the requested addition would not make it more nonconforming.  The deck and added entrance would make it easier for her to access her mother’s home on the neighboring lot.  


Mr. Dave Dupay presented the findings of the planning commission.  He also noted that the house was compliant with the 10’ setback at the time of construction.  The lot, it was also noted, is a nonconforming lot, less than the current minimum standard of 2.5 acres.  The smaller lot size makes extending the structure in other directions more difficult.  The current code indicates that steps more than 3 ft wide may not extend into the setback.  The proposed addition is no closer to the lot line than the current structure, and as such, the Planning Commision recommend approval.


Ms. Cherry asked if the width of the south side of the deck could be widened from the original plan, and stay with the deck being no closer to the setback than the current structure, 16’ 9”.


Chairman Kyllo opened the hearing for public comments.  Having none, Chairman Kyllo closed the public hearing at 7:15 PM.

Call to Order:


Chairman Kyllo called the regular session of the West Lakeland Board of Supervisors to order at 7:15 PM.  

Request for Variance, Ms. Nicole Cherry, 1701 Olene Ave N

Supervisor Schultz opened the discussion expressing support for the recommendation of the planning commission.  Mr. McDonald made note that this might create a precedent in allowing encroachment up to the current noncompliant distance from the lot line.  Supervisor Ebner noted some specifics of the home that indicated that the deck was intended as part of the original design.  There is already a door on the south side, and appears to be planned to be access to a deck.  It was noted that the deck was not an enclosed structure, making the encroachment on the neighboring sight lines less intrusive than a full addition.  

After discussion, Supervisor Ebner moved to approve the variance request with the conditions that the structure be completed as proposed, that no part of the deck or walkway is closer than 16’9” from the lot line, the steps be no wider than 3 feet, and that the structure not be enclosed, noting the circumstances that the house was built prior to the requirement of a 25 ft setback, no neighbors proposed opposition, and that there is an existing door in the home at the location proposed for access.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

St Croix Montessori School Classroom Addition


Mr. Dan Rylicki appeared before the board to discuss the plans of St Croix Montessori School to provide for additional classroom space in farmhouse on the 10 acre adjoining property owned by the school.  He noted from the current conditional use permit that the 10 acre adjoining property could be used for nature walks, environmental education or related purposes.  The additional space is needed to allow for expanding space for the elementary aged classes.  There would not be additional students, but as the students age, more space is desired.  The school is currently at 90 students, and does not wish to increase enrollment at the current time beyond the 135 allowed under the permit.


The board discussed if there was a substantive difference between environmental education, specifically called out on the permit, and general education as a related purpose.  After discussion, Chairman Kyllo moved to indicate that the use of general education in the farmhouse would fall under provision 4A of the current permit, and to allow the use, conditioned that all provisions of the building permit and compliance with building codes would be required as appropriate.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Request for Variance for Livestock Density


James and Amy Zucconi appeared before the board to initiate a request for a variance to allow less than 2 grazeable acres per horse on their 6.1 acre lot.  They have horses currently, and have owned the lot for 8 years.  They wish to add one or two more horses for their daughters and family personal use.  Ms. Zucconi described the pasturage currently on the lot, noted the added riding ring to allow for the horses to be exercised, and described how the waste is redistributed into the pasture.  

Chairman Kyllo referred the request to the planning commission, and requested the clerk schedule a public hearing for December 9.

Approval of the Minutes


The minutes of the October 2013 meeting were reviewed, and minor corrections noted.  

Supervisor Ebner moved to accept the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report


Ms. Olson presented the treasurer’s report, reflecting receipts of approximately $8,300 and expenses of approximately $43,000.  Supervisor Ebner moved to accept the report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.


Supervisor Ebner moved to have a resolution drafted to note authorized signers for any account at Citizen’s Community Federal Credit Union as the clerk, Susan Agrimson; Treasurer, Marsha Olson; and Chairman Dan Kyllo  or Vice Chairman David Schultz, and to authorize the chairman and clerk to sign the resolution outside the meeting.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.

Review and Pay Bills


Supervisor Schultz moved to pay the invoices presented.   Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.
Roads and Culvert Update


For the roads in the Artisan Development, Supervisor Schultz noted that the record drawings have been received by the engineer, the crack seal is complete, and the concrete rings have been removed from the right of way.  The roads are accepted, and added to the snow plow route for the township.

The work order for the repair of the culvert on Quant was signed, and work is scheduled to start.  The road will be closed for approximately three days.

Recycling Contract


The contract with Waste Management will be subject to rate increase on Jan 1, 2014.  The contract is up at the end of 2014.  The board discussed the options of putting this out for bid, and will review solicitations at the January meeting.

Public Information Meeting


Chairman Kyllo provided an update on the upcoming public information meeting to be held on November 18, 2013.  Mr. Ben Gozola, public planner, working on behalf of the township, will orchestrate the meeting, and introduce the concerns to be addressed.  The goal is public feedback and interaction, to better understand how to guide future development in the township.

Map Feeder Software


The board continued the discussion on purchasing map feeder software begun at the October meeting.  The board concurred on wanting a better understanding of how it works, how our information could be effectively loaded into the software, and wanted to gain a better grasp on how the township could use the modules available.  The issue was tabled until after January 1.

Santa


Santa will be visiting West Lakeland on December 9th, from 5:30 to 6:30 PM, with the board meeting to follow.

Additional Business


Stillwater Township requested West Lakeland place a notification of an upcoming seminar on clean renewable energy on the township website.  There is not yet an official policy on website use for unofficial business.  The issue was referred to the planning commission for a recommendation.   The board concurred that the cause appeared to be an appropriate cause, but without more knowledge of the organization holding the seminar, and no policy standard, no action be taken on this request at this time.

The resolution for the variance granted in the October meeting for Steve Wagner, 2360 Overlook Court, was presented for signature.

Comment to the MAC CIP was consolidated from feedback from the supervisors, and provided to MAC for inclusion prior to the end of the comment period.


Supervisor Schultz noted that some deer have been harvested, and he will get an update from the Urban Deer Management staff.  


Chairman Kyllo noted a complaint with regards to a residence on Oldridge Ave, where it appears that people may be living in trailers on the property.  The property is unsightly.  The ordinances allow trailers to be stored, but they cannot be lived in.  Chairman Kyllo moved to authorize a letter from the attorney to the homeowner, noting the restrictions of the ordinance.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.
Adjourn


Having no further business, Chairman Kyllo moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM.

Respectfully Submitted
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Deputy Clerk
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