                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

Oct 10, 2011                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Supervisor Steve Ebner, Mr. Ed Semrud, Treasurer; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk; Mr. Scott McDonald, Attorney; Mr. Duane Stensland, Building Inspector, Mr. Frank Ticknor, TKDA, Township Engineer, Mr. Dave Dupay, Planning Commission Chair
Call to Order

Chairman Kyllo called the West Lakeland Board of Supervisors to order at 7:02 PM at Oakland Junior High School.
Approval of the Minutes


The minutes of the September regular meeting were reviewed.  Supervisor Ebner moved to approve the minutes as reviewed.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.
Lot Line Adjustment

Mr. David Mills, 2235 Oakgreen Ave, appeared before the board with a purchase of 2 ½ acres from his neighbor, Mr. Ed Bigaoutte.  This would create a lot for Mr. Mills of 4.09 acres, and a lot for Mr. Bigaouette of 2.76 acres.  The frontage of Mr. Mills’ lot remains too small, but the lot is an existing nonconforming parcel.  The lot line adjustment would not make the lot any more nonconforming.  It was suggested that a developer’s agreement be initiated to require that the tax parcel currently owned by Mr. Mills be combined with the 2 ½ acres being purchased to a single tax parcel.  Mr. Mills was requested to provide an escrow to cover any legal costs, if any, associated with the lot line adjustment.

Conditional Use Permit, Todd and Erica Fultz,


Mr. and Mrs. Fultz, of 2270 Neal, appeared before the board for a conditional use permit request for a home occupation to conduct wedding ceremonies on the 15 acre parcel.  The site has two entrances, sufficient space for parking, and sufficient screening to block the view to neighboring properties.  The business proposed would be similar to Trellis, operated in Stillwater Township.  This use would be in addition to the current business, Hail Pro, operating under a home occupation permit.


As with the first permit, Mr. Fultz is requesting an exception to the home occupation permit requirements in that he is handicapped, and the house on the site is not handicap accessible.  The original home occupation permit for the roofing business allowed for one year to establish residency on the site.  Improvements on the buildings on site have been done, but the house is still not suitable.  Not living on the site is a conflict with the requirements for a home occupation as defined in the Township code.


The board discussed if the concept of the wedding ceremony was in line with allowed conditional uses in the SFE district.  Currently this use is not consistent with uses specified as non-resident uses in the SFE district.

The board discussed the residency requirement associated with the home occupation ordinance requirements.


Chairman Kyllo moved to schedule a public hearing at next regular meeting, and direct the matter to the Planning Commission for review.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report


The treasurer’s report for September 2011 reflected $26,000 in receipts and $54,000 in expenses.  The largest expenses were for road and bridge maintenance.  A CD from Lake Elmo Bank matured in September, and the funds were cashed and added to the money market account.  The second half payment of property taxes has not yet been received.  Chairman Kyllo moved to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Review and Pay the Bills

Supervisor Ebner moved to pay the invoices presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

22nd Street Repair Project

Mr. Ticknor reported on the status of the request for Municipal Agreement Funds for the rebuild work for 22nd Street.  Washington County traffic count data has been added to the request, noting the volume of 3900 cars per day.  It is pending fiscal year 2012 review, and if not granted will be included in the FY 2013 project review as well.  

Snow Plow Contract


Supervisor Schultz presented a quote from Miller Excavating for local road snow plowing for the 2011/2012 snow season.  The rates are essential unchanged from the previous year.  Supervisor Schultz moved to accept the contract for snowplowing from Miller Excavation as presented.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.

Managing Citizen Complaints, Dog Violations

The board reviewed the complaint procedure used by the Animal Control officer and the board when dealing with issues regarding dog control violations.  There is some leeway to accommodate specific circumstances, but the general policy is that the first complaint results in a warning letter.  The second complaint will result in investigation, documented filings, and a second warning letter or direct contact.  The third complaint results in a meeting with the owner, and a citation.  Corroboration of citizen complaints by the investigation or independent citizen complaints can also result in a citation.  Additional citations are issued as warranted.


The animal control officer will follow up on site with reports of loose dogs.  If the dog can be found and confined, and the owner can be identified, the animal control officer will contact the owner to deliver the dog and collect the fine.  If the owner cannot be contacted, the dog will be delivered to Hillcrest Animal Hospital. 

Changes to Dog Control Sections of the Town Ordinance


A draft for revisions to section 17 of the Town Ordinance, as it relates to control of dogs was presented to the board for review.  The primary changes are to allow a resident to restrain a loose dog, and lower the limit for barking before a noise violation occurs from 20 continuous minutes to 5 continuous minutes.


The board also discussed the definition of dog, and if puppies are to be included.  It was suggested to allow 3 dogs of any age, but allow an exception for litters born to a dog currently legally on the site, for up to six months of age.  Puppies from any other litter would be considered within the limit of three dogs from birth.  For any household to harbor more than 3 dogs, with the exception of puppies under 6 months of age born to a dog legally housed on the site, would require a kennel permit.  Kennels would require 5 or more acres.

Supervisor Enber moved to approve the draft language modification, and direct Mr. McDonald to draft a resolution documenting the action.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.

Additional Business


The MS4 application permit has been delayed until May.  Mr. Ticknor noted that this affects the submittal and the pond inventory.


Santa will be invited to visit the Township on December 12th, with the board meeting to follow.


The letter of credit for Artisan has been received from Mr. Gus Thill.  The letter allows for an additional six months extension.


Mr. Stensland reported to the board the storage of boats in the easement at 14851 16th St.    Chairman Kyllo will contact the homeowner.


The search committee for the replacement for Mr. Ed Semrud as treasurer will meet October 17th to review applications received.

Citizen Concern, Ms. Rachelle Dudgon, 1316 Norcrest Ave N

Ms. Rachelle Dudgon appeared before the board to discuss a concern of perceived harassment over her dogs.  There have been numerous complaints made of violations of the dog control ordinances that she believes are unfounded and excessive. She believes these complaints are malicious in nature.  Ms. Dudgon would like the perceived harassment to stop.  

Chairman Kyllo reviewed the written report provided by the Animal Control officer, and these reports indicate the violations were founded, and reports had come from a number of individuals.  Chairman Kyllo agreed to take the matter under advisement.
Adjourn

Having no further business, Chairman Kyllo moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:32 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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