                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Regular Meeting

October 8, 2012                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman  Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Steven Ebner, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Mr. Frank Ticknor, Township Engineer; Ms. Marsha Olson, Township Treasurer; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk; Mr. Scott McDonald, Township Attorney; Mr. Dave Dupay, Planning Commission Chair; and Mr. Duane Stensland, Building Inspector

Public Hearing – Request for Variance for Location of Accessory Building


At 7 PM, chairman Kyllo called to order a public hearing to consider an application  by David and Sue Nechrebecki to allow construction of an accessory building closer to the road than the residence.  The lot is located at 1701 Newberry Avenue.  The request is to locate a 24 x 30 building in front of the house to the northwest off the turnaround in the drive, about 190 feet from Newberry Avenue.  The building cannot be feasibly located on the 17th street side because of the lack of egress, and any such location would require an additional access of the cul de sac in the back.  The drainage swale extending from the northeast corner to the southwest corner of the lot further restricts suitable building locations in the rear of the house.  The well is located on the north side of the house, limiting access along the north.  The drainfield for the septic system is on the southwest side of the house, restricting access to the rear.  Compliance with the setback restrictions for both Newberry Avenue and 17th Street further restrict suitable building sites.  The neighbor to the north indicated no concerns to Mr. Nechrebecki, because of screening from mature evergreens at the lot line.  The accessory building will be finished in a style and materials similar to the home.

Mr. Dave Dupay provided the results of the Planning Commission Review.  The Planning Commission voted to recommend approval of the variance request.  The findings of practical difficulty included the drainage through the rear of the property, access is already established to the proposed site, and the location of the well and the septic system restricting access to the rear.  It was recommended that the location of the building be verified by survey prior to construction.  

Ms. Joannie Tennant, of 1635 Newberry Avenue, noted an objection to the request indicating that the original covenants said no pole barns would be built.  The Town Board cannot enforce covenants.  Mr. Ronald Schleusner, 1721 Morgan Ave N, also expressed an opinion that a pole barn built in front of the house would injure the aesthetics of the neighborhood.  Mr. Nechrebecki clarified that the accessory building would be a structure to blend with the home.

Having no more public input,
Chairman Kyllo closed the public hearing at 7:22 PM

Call to Order

Chairman Kyllo called to order the regular meeting of the West Lakeland Town Board at 7:25 PM.

Approval of the Minutes


Supervisor Ebner moved to approve the minutes of the September 2012 regular meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report

Ms. Olson presented the treasurer’s report, reflecting $18,000 in receipts, and $36,000 in expenses.  Supervisor Schultz moved to approve the report. Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Application for Variance


Chairman Kyllo noted that the Township cannot enforce covenants, any enforcement is the responsibility of the residents impacted and the homeowners association.  The construction is not a pole shed, but a 24 x 30 garage that will be constructed to match the house.  Chairman Kyllo also noted that the house was built prior to the addition of this restriction to the town ordinances in 2000.  Supervisor Ebner agreed with Chairman Kyllo that the practical difficulties were realistic constraints, and concurred with the recommendation that the site be surveyed prior to construction.  Supervisor Schultz noted that a location in the back of the lot would require an additional driveway off the cul de sac, making snow removal and snow storage more difficult in that neighborhood.

Chairman Kyllo moved to draft a resolution to grant the variance to allow the construction of a 24 x 30 accessory building as proposed in the plan presented Oct 8,2012, 190 feet from the street curb, with an exterior to match the home, the lot line verified by survey, and the location of the building staked prior to construction for review by the building inspector, noting the practical difficulties of building to the rear including the wellhead on the northeast corner of the house, the drainfield to the southwest of the house, the drainage swale through the rear of the lot, and that the location of the primary residence was determined prior to the restriction on location of accessory structures. Seconded by Supervisor Schultz and the motion carried.
Minor Subdivision, Mr. Gerald Peterson

There was a minor issue with the minor subdivision approved in August.  The County Plat Commission added 15 more feet to the frontage.  This put the lot under the 2.5 acre lot limitation for the township.  The County agreed to make that 15 feet an easement, rather than a dedication of land, which would not change the dimensions of the lot.  Chairman Kyllo moved to authorize the chairman and clerk to sign all necessary documents outside the meeting. Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Engineering Projects

The change order for the O’Ryan Trail project has been presented for signature, for a total of $720.  Chairman Kyllo moved to approve the change.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.


Lake Elmo presented an invoice for the 2012 seal coat work.  Any crack sealing will be delayed until 2013.


Culvert maintenance is continuing, with Mark Avenue and 18th Street as the next projects.


22nd Street North traffic street counts are complete, reflecting 4400 cars per day in September, up from the 3800 cars per day counted in the summer.  The count during the bridge closure increased that count to 6600 cars per day. A request to classify this street as a County arterial will be included in a workshop on the impact of the bridge closure.
Urban Deer Management


Mr. Dan Pakulski, Mr. Tom Link and Ms. April Andrist appeared as representatives of Urban Deer management.  There are a number of Township landowners who have granted permission for the group to harvest deer.  Contact information for the township and Urban Deer Management needs to be updated.  It was suggested that a hunter number be assigned so that the hunters can be clearly identified.  

Snow Plow Contract for 2012-2103


The board reviewed the updated contract with Miller Excavating for snow removal.  There are some minor increases in rates, but competitive.  Chairman Kyllo moved to accept the contract for the 2012-2013 winter season with Miller Excavating. Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Interim Home Occupation Permit

The board reviewed the revisions to the home occupation permit and the interim home occupation permit.  There were minor changes to the draft presented.  Chairman Kyllo moved to approve the draft Home Occupation Interim Use Permit as corrected and hold over for a public hearing in November.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.
Public Comment


Ms. Joannie Tennant, 1635 Newberry Trail, noted concerns with the drainage through her lot. Her driveway is eroding.  In her opinion, the ditch needs to be reconstructed.  Mr. Ticknor noted that the fill added should mitigate the issue.    

Ms. Tennant also noted that the trees along the pond were cut back too far.  The traffic on Newberry moves in excess of the speed limit.  Chairman Kyllo will ask the Washington County Sherriff to increase patrols in the neighborhood.


Questions were raised about the level of activity for the landscaping business in the neighborhood, and if the volume of the landscaping materials was appropriate.

Township Administration


The Firearms Ordinance was inadvertently dropped from the website published version of the code. Chairman Kyllo moved to have the document corrected.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.


The March 2013 meeting will be held March 4, 2013 with the Board of Audit prior to the regular meeting.  The Township Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 12, 2013.



The board discussed options for storing township records, electronic and hard copy.  Ms. Agrimson will contact the Minnesota Association of Townships for guidance on records storage.


Mr. Krafthefer asked if the board would consider purchasing a projector for use by the township and the planning commission.  Mr.Krafthefer was asked to research options.

Additional Business


Mr. McDonald noted that the extension of letter of credit for Mr. Gustave Thill, Artisan Development, has been extended to May 15, 2013.


A letter of notice was received in reference to the ongoing detachment proceedings in Lakeland.  Chairman Kyllo moved, seconded by Supervisor Ebner, to provide notice to the administrative law judge reviewing the action that West Lakeland does not support the action.  The motion carried.


The Washington County Historical Society has asked for a donation to assist in the purchase of a building to hold records and archival materials.  Chairman Kyllo moved to table the action at this time. Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Adjourn:

Having no further business, Supervisor Ebner moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 10:06 PM.
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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