                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

September 9, 2013                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Steven Ebner, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Mr. Scott McDonald, Attorney; Mr. Ryan Stempski, Township Engineer; Ms. Marsha Olson, Treasurer; Ms. Sue Agrimson, Clerk; Mr. Duane Stensland, Building Inspector, Mr. Dave Dupay, Planning Commission

Call to Order:


Chairman Kyllo called the regular meeting of the Town Board to order at 7:00 PM.

Approval of the Minutes:


Supervisor Ebner moved to accept the minutes of the August 2013 meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:


Ms. Olson presented the treasurer’s report, reflecting $11,000 in receipts, and $41,000 in expenses.  The expenses included $18,000 for clean up day.  Supervisor Schultz moved to accept the report.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.

Review and Pay Invoices:


Chairman Kyllo moved to authorize payment for the invoices presented.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Washington County Road Management Plan:


Commissioner Gary Kriesel and Wayne Sandberg, County Engineer, presented an overview of the pavement management plan and road management capital improvement plan.  Washington County has 300 miles of road and uses the pavement management system to optimize the condition of the road across the network.  The system uses measurements of wear to grade the road from 1 to 100.  The goal is an average pavement index of 72 or better and no road worse than 40.  From 2006 to 2011, the average road index has fallen some, but is still above 72. Roads with an index below 40 are categorized as red roads.  There are 25 miles of road that are red.  Most roads are green.  West Lakeland county roads are mostly green.


The strategy to maintain the roads is a balanced approach between repairing roads to retain the pavement index average, and repairing the red roads. Supervisor Ebner asked if the system considered traffic changes, safety issues and other deficiencies.  This index does not.  Those considerations are brought in when reviewing opportunities for repair.


The 2013 Capital Improvement program includes CR4A from the  county line to TH 61, CSA13 CSAH 20 to Harish Parkway, CSAH7 from County Line to Irish, CSA7 Irish to CSA 15, CSAH 9 TH 96 to CSAH7, CSAH 76 CSAH 21 to TH 95. 2014 includes resources into Afton and Denmark, including CSAH 21 TH 10 to CR 78, CSAH 21 CR78 to 80th, CR 91.  2015 spend is programmed to finish up CR 21, CR 65 which is a major repair, HW 10 from 15 to Hwy 21.   2016 spend is programmed for Hwy 5 through Stillwater area.


Mr. Sandberg described where 22nd Street fits along this pavement index.  22nd is .67 miles of road, connecting Hwy 21 to Hwy 95, with average daily traffic of 4400, 6421 during the bridge closure.  There are design concerns with vertical curve issues, sight restrictions, the downgrade on the approach to 95, and a limited right of way.  It was discussed if this would qualify as a county highway.  A county highway is commuter routes, truck routes, with less direct access, more through trips, higher speeds and higher traffic volumes.  


A jurisdictional study is proposed as part of the next capital plan, after the completion of the St Croix River Crossing project.  This study would review the road network for function, and determine which should be city roads, county roads, and state highways.  This is proposed for 2017 when new traffic patterns are established. 


The county is also looking at setting aside funds for safety and improvements after the completion of the bridge.  Hwy 21 and Hwy 14 will be considered for repair and improvements from these funds.

Request for Variance, Accessory Building in front of the Residence:


Dr. Dale Skare, the contractor for Steve Wagner of 2360 Overlook Ct N, presented a proposal for a detached garage in front of the residence.  It is a heavily wooded lot, with the garage to match the finishes of the house.  The topography at the rear of the house and the location of the septic system limit options in the rear of the residence.  The proposed location is 62 feet from the road, and could require a second variance.  The request was referred to the planning commission for review.

Septic system escrow fees


Supervisor Schultz brought up the concern over maintenance and clean up of septic system installations and repairs.  A work site on Norcrest left rock and other debris on the roadway, causing about $2,000 in damages.  The contractor will repair the road and remove the debris.  The question was raised if there should be an escrow to ensure the site does not impact public land or roads.  After discussion, Supervisor Schultz will do more research to determine how other communities manage the issue.

Artisan Road Status 


Mr. Stempski provided an update on the status of the pavement of the roads in the Artisan development.  The work is done, with a punch list of minor items before final wear course paving.  Pavement should be completed this week, followed by a final inspection.  Mr. Stempski is looking for clarification on how much escrow is to be retained during the warranty period.  In this development the base has been set up for some time, and has performed well.  There is strong confidence that the roads will perform as intended.  It was recommended that $15,000 be retained through the warranty period.  This will be decided at the next regular meeting, when the roads are formally approved.

Special Well and Boring Construction Area, Ordinance Section 14, as it relates to Health Department Recommendations


Supervisor Ebner provided an updated copy of the Minnesota Department of Health recommendations. A concern was having two thresholds for installing the filter system.  There were two levels previously as well.  There is a lower threshold for homes that are monitored by MPCA because MPCA ensures regular monitoring.  Houses that are not subject to the regular monitoring are recommended for a filter system at .1 or above to ensure that there is a safe drinking level.  

Supervisor Ebner moved to prepare a modification of section 14.6.3.1 and 14.9.1. to reflect a level of .1 instead of .2 for installation of a carbon filter upon new construction and to require testing every three years instead of every two years and to authorize a draft summary for publications.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.

Businesses without Home Occupation Permits 


Supervisor Ebner noted the Google references for businesses were not consistent and could not be validated, so this could not be used to determine a business was operating without a permit.

Response to Builder’s Association Request for Building Permit Fees


Chairman Kyllo is still working on this request, and the appropriate level for fees.  Determining the appropriate level for fees will require more understanding of the associated expenditures.

Township Fee Schedule and Building Variance application


Mr. Dave Dupay presented the township fee schedule.  It was noted that building permits were still under review.  The intent is that the Town code references this document, which is maintained separately from the ordinances.  This was tabled until the next regular meeting.


The building variance application was presented for approval.  Chairman Kyllo moved to accept the application form, seconded by Supervisor Ebner.  The motion carried.

Additional Business:


A joint meeting with the Planning Commission is scheduled for September 24 to review a web mapping service for the township.  


The board reviewed and signed the resolution documenting the variance granted for Mr. William Bengston, 1650 Overlook Trail North, to build an accessory structure in front of the primary residence


It was determined to not support a request from Mr. Brent Person of the Washington County Historical society to advertise a presentation on the JFK assassination on the township website.  The board is hesitant to consider requests should be supported until there is a formal policy. 


Chairman Kyllo met with Dennis O’Donnell to discuss the plans for potentially rezoning some portions of the township.  


The Manning Corridor Study will be hosting a public meeting in October.


Chairman Kyllo updated the board on the Quant Avenue culvert erosion.  He did receive a competing bid, comparable to the Miller bid.  It was suggested that it be patched this year, and address a full repair at a later date.


Mr. Dupay suggested a survey of West Lakeland roads to determine long term road and drainage repair and maintenance.  The question was raised if maintenance of the right of way should be the responsibility of the landowner. 


Supervisor Schultz noted that the MAC CIP is due this year.  The proposal includes replacement of runway 1432 in 2017.  Comment period opens October 13, with a public hearing November 4.

Adjourn


Chairman Kyllo moved to adjourn the meeting, having no further business.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 9:52 PM.

Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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