                                              WEST LAKELAND TOWNSHIP

                                                             Ordinance Review Workshop
Oct 4, 2011                                    7:00 p.m.                   Oak-Land Jr. High School


Present:  Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Steve Ebner, Supervisor Dave Schultz, Scott McDonald, Township Attorney, Sue Agrimson, Clerk

Call to Order


Chairman Kyllo called the special workshop meeting to discuss modifications to the draft town ordinances to order at 7:00 PM.

Other Business


Prior to discussing the ordinance draft, Chairman Kyllo opened the meeting to other township business.


Supervisor Schultz moved to authorize payment in the amount of $21,672 to Fahrner Asphalt Sealers LLC, for the infrared patching completed in the Township.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.


Mr. Joel Anez, representing Mr. See, presented the See subdivision mylar for signature.  

Resolution to Put the Code into Effect


Supervisor Ebner moved to authorize the chairman and clerk to sign the resolution prepared by Mr. McDonald to publish and put into effect the code as passed on Oct 4, 2011.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried. Supervisor Schultz went on to explain his reason for abstaining at the September Town Board meeting for adopting the 2011 revision of the Town Ordinances was, that he preferred having the ordinances regarding dogs and dog kennels complete instead of passing an interim town code.

The clerk was directed to deliver a copy of the code to the Washington County Law Library.

Review of Chapter 14, Special Well Advisory Area


Minor typographical errors were pointed out in the document for correction.  The draft review from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency was presented for review.  Chairman Kyllo moved to table the review when it was noticed that the draft reviewed by the MPCA was not the same as the document approved.  The clerk, Ms Agrimson, was directed to provide an updated draft for review.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Chapter 17, Animal Control, of the Ordinance


The board reviewed the section with regards to the keeping of dogs, and dog kennels, to determine if additional controls were needed.  Discussion with local breeders indicated that the age to wean a dog can vary from three months to five months.  Neighboring communities place the age to be recognized as an adult dog as early as 3 months, and as late as 6 months. The planning commission did review the matter, and discussed the number of dogs.  The recommendation from the planning commission was that, without a kennel permit, a resident should not have more than three dogs of any age, with the exception of litters that are born to a dog legally on the premises.  Pups from such a litter should be able to be retained above the number of three, until the age of six months, to allow sufficient time to place the puppies.  


The board discussed the limitations on noise violations, particularly the limitations on barking dogs.  As an example, the City of Hugo, defines barking as a nuisance when there is repeated barking over 5 minutes, with lapses of one minute or less.  The current ordinance defines the point of nuisance noise at 20 minutes of continuous barking.  From an enforcement perspective, the shorter time period is easier to document and establish a pattern.  


The discussion brought forward a perception that there is a community perception of inability to adequately enforce the ordinance.  There is a lack of familiarity with the complaint process, and how complaints are escalated.  It was determined that appropriate enforcement was being done, but the length of the process and the desire to protect the privacy of the parties involved, kept that process from being clearly forefront and transparent.  The planning commission suggested that the board adopt and publish a formal policy of enforcement and escalation of complains for ordinances and conditional use permits.  In addition, the code from the City of Hugo was presented as a model for such a policy.  Chairman Kyllo will discuss with the animal control officer the current escalation process.

Resident Brian Kraftefer asked about limitations on dog waste and disposal. There is nothing specifically addressed, outside the requirement that the kennel permit address waste management. 


Chairman Kyllo moved to table the discussion until additional input could be solicited.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.

Adjourn

Having no further business, Supervisor Ebner moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the motion carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 10:00 PM.






Respectfully Submitted
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Elizabeth A. Vance







Deputy Clerk
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